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A    SHORT 


HISTORY 

Of  the  Late 

REBELLION 

AND    OF 

The  ConduU  ofVlFlNETROFlVENCE : 

Together    With 

The  Confequenees  if  it  had  fucceeded  ; 

In  aLETTER  from  Ed  in  burgh/ to  a  Gentleman  at  Dumfries. 

SIR, 

Wh^mf^W  ^  ^  noble  Spirit  that   ztlcd  your   Leaders  and  People,    vour 

^S,_  City  and  Country,  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Rebellion,  whenDan- 

^M- '  ger  was  at  your  Door,  lirfl  from  your  Nighbours,  and  a   Vifit 

%$^i  expected  next  at  your  Gates    by  a  little  Highland  Haambal^  (  as 

^^^^^B  ^^^^  loved  then  to  fpeak  )  had  its  Reward  accompanying  it.    - 

The  Enemy  had  once  and  again,  a  plain  Aiiurance  of  a  sVarm 

Reception  from  you,  and  therefore  thought  not  ht  to  attack  you  :     i  do  not 

fay,  you  did  mor;^  chan  was  expeded  of  you,  woo  make  an  open   and  hearty 

Profeffion  ot  the  Proteflant  Religiorty  and  bear  a  warm  Afiection  to  His  Majet 

^,tie  King  George  :   Ii's  Praife  enough  if  you  acted  Hke  your  felves. 

Since  God  dilcovers  himfe-f  by  his  IV^^rksy  as  well  as  in  his    JVord,   hi  his 
Providences y2iS  well  as  in  his  Oydi7.a:^.ceS)  it  is  certainly  every  Cnriflian's  Bufineis 
to  re^ayd  the  IVork  ofths  LORD,  and  the  Opeiatipa  of  his  Hands. 
I'^je  W'jrks  of  the  LORD  are  great  y  fought  out  of  all  them     that     (i)  Pfal.  ii  i.  2. 
have  Pkafure  therein  (i).    •       ' 

What  a  Chain  ot  Miraculous  Providences  have  we  feen  fince  King  George 
came  to  the  Throne  1  His  peaceable,  and  ealie  Acceifion  to  it,  when  no  fuch 
Thing  was  dreamed  of,  bui  quite  other  Expedationb,  m*tde  the  World  ftand 
in  Amaze. 

A  It 


It  IS  au  old  Obferve  of  Divines,  Cum  duphcayitur  Lateresy  venit  Mofes ;  God 
fends  Deliverance  in  a  Time  not  expedcd.     Some  layjthat   J£hovahJir£h 

is  one  of  the  moil  iiluflrious  Moiios  of  the  Ciiurch,  which 
(i)Gen.2i.  14.     they  render,   The   LORD  will  preside  (^i),    v"       • 

When  there  was  fuch  a  Cahn  on  the  happy  SucceJJtan  its  taking 
Place,  the  lafi:  Thing  many  dream'd  of,  was  a  SHrm;  but  God  let  the  Nati- 
on be  attacked    with  the  moft  terrible  Co?nmctw/is,  and  the  moft  unnatural  Re* 

^e///o/2a  Uttle  after,  and  out  of  thcfe  he  open'd  a  new  and 
(i)  Circular  Let-  {m^xiiin^S(;m^  o^  his  Wonderful  IVvrks,  Some  expected  to 
tery  dated  Aug.  fee  Heavens  Concern  for  us  (2)  :  But  few  to  behold  ihe  Won- 
lit,  1 71 5,  from  ders  it  has  wrought.  I  remember,  in  the  miaft  ot  our  Fears, 
the  AJfuciated  Tha.t  a  gqod  McLU  ['did  pubhckly,  He  was  Jully  per fivadedyfince 
Compdj^-y  at  E-  GOD  had  hr ought  King  Giorqb  over  among  m  in  fo provtden-* 
dinburgh,  and  tial  a  IVay  ana  "tnney  he  had  fame  great  IVovk  to  do  \  and  fo  ar-* 
mojloj'theVl/arn-  guedy  The  Storm  would  rather  help  than  hinder  Heaven  to  pe>feEl 
ings  of aur Synods,    the  Work    dejigned,  to  the  Surprife  of  alL^  V/hen  the  yews  were 

once  out  of  Egypt^  Deflrudion  hailiis^d  on  the  Egyptians  by 
their  own  Counfels. 

If  the  Heavens  are  vailed  with  Darknets,  we  lofe  a  Profped  of  xhe  heaven- 
ly Bodies  j  but  when  the  Clouds  are  gone^  we  fee  the  Sun,  Moon  and  Scars^ 
and  admire  their  Beauty  and  Glory:  It"  is  no  lefs,  but  more  charming^ 
when  Mifts  are  difpell'd,  to  fee  the  choife  Ads  of  Providence.  One  'faith, 
'The  World  in  all  its  Parts  is  ruled  like  a  Book  with  Mufick  Lines  \  and  if  we  could 
fee  thofe  Lines,  they  would  l/e  more  gloriom  than  Lines  of  Gold.  The  Rebellion 
brought  a  Cioud  over  the  Book  of  Providence,  we  could  not  fee  well  to  read 
it,but  as  it  was  going  or  went  off.  We  are  now  at  Leafure  to  make  our  Re- 
marks, and  have  a  Light  to  direct  us  to  the  feveral Providences  that  have  pafled, 
fince  the  Beginning  of  the  late  Troubles.  A  general  one  cannot  efcape  our 
Notice,  which  is,  That  G  0  D.  does  Jiill  oi  well  a6  formerly  watch  over  the  Pro^ 
teftant  Intereft  in  Britain. 

I  Ihall,  fince  it  is  fuitable  to  your  Delires,  endeavour  to  unfold  and  lay  o- 
pen  to  you  the  great  Appearances  of  God  for  us.  Firfi,  By  taking  a  ihort 
Review  ot  the  Condud  of  Heaven  in  former  Times :  And,  Next^Gmng  you  a 
fuller  Detail  of  the  Procedure  of  Providence  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Rebellion. 
Many  have  been  the  Attempts  to  ruin  the  Reformation  of  Religion  m 
Britain,2.nd  to  introduce  Popery  into  it  again.  Some  have  been  carried  on  wit^ 
great  Secrecy  and  Cunning  ;  others  have  appeared  openly,  and  in  View  of  the 
World.  Sometimes  a  Defign  has  been  fet  on  Foot,  to  poifon  the  Nation  in 
the  Notions  o£  Government ;  and  fometimes  to  pervert  the  Doclrines  of  our  holy 
Religion.  At  one  Time  the  Enemie  has  made,  and  at  another  Time  foment- 
ed, Diwfions  and  Difcontents.  ■  But  whether  there  was  open  Force,  or  fecret 
Fraud  uied,  the  great  Defign  of  the>reftlefs  Troublers  of  our  Peace,  was  to  de- 
ilroy  pur  Relipon,ox  the  Power  that  fuppoued  it :  la  which  Fruvidsns€  hath  al- 
ways happily  difappoirited  them. 
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Qiieen  Mary  o?  Scotland,  who  was    educated  in  Prance,  ^{i)Our  Hifloriescf 
had  one  continual  Ploc  that  run  through  her  whole    Life,     the   Reform,    con- 
which  was  lo   ruin  the  Reformation  in  its  Infancy  (i)  :  To    Jir7n  this, 
which  her  Friends  in  the   Court  of  France,  animated  her, 
ana  Rome  mov'd  her  often  to  reflore  the  Popijh   Religion  (2).     (2)  Dr.  Burnet's 
The  Qiieen  carried  on   the  PIol  with    grtat   Seciecy  and     ^d  Part,  P.  319. 
Art^  but  all  her  Endeavours  to  accomplifh  it  failed.    That     BifiQr.  Reform, 
fhe  might  give  our  Rehgion  her  :afl;  Siroke,   at   her  Death 
jQie  made  over,&  devolved  the  Crown  oi  Britain  to  Philip  King  o^  Spa  in, ptond" 
ed  tne  Prince  her  Son  did  not  renounce  the  Pr(/^£'/?/^;2^Fi/V/7  (3). 
It's  known,  that  Spain  at  this  Time  was  the  1  error  olEu-    (j^)  Ibid.  Pag.  327. 
rope;  and  hereby  Qiieen  Alary  left   a   Pretence   for    King 
Philip  to  perfed:  what  fhe  could  not  go  thro":     But  Providence  brake  all   the 
Popijfi  Defignin  Pieces,  in  the  Overthrow  of  the    Spanijh   Armado^  in  1588  j  a 
Year  on  which  our  Fathers  fet  a  iignal  Remembrance. 

The  Popijh  Party  were  reftlefs  fliU  during  the  Reign  of  herSon^both  here  and 
in  England,  2i^ttx  the  C_owns  were  united  m  h.m  .  but  they  could  never  bring 
their  Purpofes  to  bear;  for  Heaven  defeated  that  hellifh  and  bloody  Defign  of 
the  Gun-Powder-Plot,  by  an  early  .  enough  Diicovery  there- 
of ^  which,  had  it  been  kept  a  Secret  a  httle  longer,  had  (4)  It  is  1 10  Tears 
blown  King  and  Parliament  at  once  in  the  Air.  This  is  ago,  5  Nov.  1605. 
a  Palfage,  tho'  at  this  Diftance  of  Time  (4),  fhould  be  flill 
affe(!:ting   as  it  was  remarkable. 

Tho'  the  next  Reign  was  full  ofConfufions  ;  yet  the  Papifts,  who  make  moft 
of  troubled  Waters,  could  do  no  more,  but  create  an  utter  Averlion  to  their 
Rejigion,  by  that  terrible  Majfacre  in  Ireland,  wherein,  as  commonly  comput- 
ed, were  murdered  no  lefs  than  1 00000  Perfons.  This  has  for  ever  put  thefe 
Nations  on  their  Guard  againfl  thofe  who  are  of  the  fame  Principles  with  the 
Authors  and  Managers  of  fuch  Cruelty  and  Barbarity  to  which  their  Religion 
prompts  them. 

Popifo  Plots  either  wrought  under  Ground,  or  were  in  a  Manner  ftifled  in 
King  C^^r/^-j  the  2d's  Time;  the  Abettors  of  them  foahd  Means  to  divert 
the  Stream  of  the  Evidence,  and  only  a  few  of  the  lower  Rank  loft  their  Lives 
v\  the  C3,u(q  oi  Popery :  Bat  2i  little  akcM  Kmg  James  came  to  the  Throne, 
'the  plain  De/ign  of  carrying  us  back  to  Rome  broke  out,  and  appeared  open 
and  above  Board.  It  is  true,  he  (wore  to  maintain  the  Protifiant  Religion  in 
England,  and  declared  from  the  Throne  he  would  fupport  ii  ;  but  it  was  not 
long  ere  he  endeavoured  to  fubvert  &  extirpate  it;  and  none  had  the  Favour  ot 
the  Cour:,  but  foch  as  wetc  Papifts,  or  haftning  to  be  fo,  which  made  many 
ride  Poft  to  Rome,  under  his  Government. 

Ac  length  after  a  thoufand  Violations  ot  the  Laws,  and  defperate  pufhing 
at  the  whole  Body  of  the  Conft.tution,  Providence  awakned  the  deluded  Na- 
tion from  their  Dreams,  and  former  Credulity,  and  it  feemed  never  to  be  im- 
pofed  on  again;  And  Men  oi  the  fi^allowefl  Capacity  could  rell,   that  Popery 
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nnder  ail  ui^  Oaths,  and  Bridles  could  belaid  upon  it,  thought  it  felf  ftill  at 
Liberty  to  dcikoy  the  Prctefiant  Religion,  and  Laws.  Nay  even  that  Body  of 
l\iz  Clergy  of  EnglarJy  which  had  made  the  Doctrines  ol  Paffive  Ohedi-ncey  and 
Arhitrary  Power y  to  take  up  the  greated  Part  of  their  Sermons,  afhamed  of  it> 
were  fo  far  from  enforcing  thefe  battered  Topicks,  that  they  rather  put 
the  People  on  the  defenfive  Part. 

Then  all  the  Eyes  of  £;2^tei  crouded  to  the  Deliverer,  the  (9/om^ 
Inftrument  of  Providence  ,21^16.  all  that  Part  of  Britain  congratulated  each  other  on 
their  feafonable  Refcue.  All  fooiifh  .  Qiiarrcis  and  Diftindions  were  unfatliion- 
able,  and  loft  in  the  prevailing  Harmony,  oi  Liberty,  and  the  PioteBaat  Litereft, 
This  was  the  delightful  Profped  there,from  the  hrft  opening  this  happy  Scene. 
Li  Scotland  there  was  a  very  great  MajoriLy,tho',  I  cannot  fay,  all  were 
of  the  fame  Temper  with  our  Neigbours,  Shall  we  ever  forget  in  how  great 
Danger  our  Religion  was  under  King  James  the  7th  ?  How  much  Poifon 
flew  round  the  Nation?  And  how  k^{on3.biy  Providence  ftept  in  for  our  Deliver- 
ance ?  Here  were  Mercies  without  a  Stroke,  and  a  Birth  without  the  Pangs  of 
Travail ;  and  the  Song  was,  When  the  LORD  turned  again  the  Captivity  of 
Zion,  we  were  like  them  that  dream,  then  vja6  our  Mouth  filled 
ivith  Laughter,  and  our  T^ongue  with  Singing,  'The  LO  RD  has  (i)Pf.  126.  1^2,^, 
done  great  Things  for  m,  whereof  we  are  glad,  (i) 

But  our  Happinefs  did  not  iaft  long  :  For  the  mifchievous  PafTions  oi  ill-de- 
figning  Men  in  one  Part  of  the  Nation,  and  a  Civil  War  in  the  other,fplit  us 
into  different  Interefts,  and  all  along  that  Reign,  one  Party 
ferved  the  Enemies  oi  our  Country  &  Religion,in  the  Quali-     (2)  See  Melford's 
ty  oi  Auxiliaries,  and  fo  plots  againfl  the  Government  (2),    Letter  to  the  E.  of 
znd    intended  Affallinations     on  the   Royal  Perfon  were     Penh,     [ublijh'd 
again  in  Fafhion,  tho"*  they  had  no  other  Succefs  but  to  dif-     1701, 
fufe  the  Seeds   of  Contention  as  their  Suckers    thro'   the 
whole   Land. 

It  is  very  obfervable  that  the  Sparks  of  Rancour  and  ill  Nature  againfl  the 
Conflitution,  were  very  much  fmothered,  when  the  Ad:  to  eftablifh  the  Pro- 
teftant  Succeffion  in  the  liluftrious  Houfe  of  H  a  n  n  o  v  e  R  was  fixed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment o^ Englaid:  But  from  that  Minute  the  Ad:  paffed,  the  Pretender  was  in 
open  Viev/ :  And  iince  that  Time  Jacobites  have  not  laboured  to  conceal  their 
Sentiments  as  before,  and  Papifls  have  blown  the  Fire.  It  was  a  very  fafhion- 
able  Expreffion  at  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Reign,  The  Day  wcw  now  come  to  re- 
trive  the  Honour  of  the  Britijh  Nation-.  But  the  Queen,  under 
the  Condud  of  Providence,  foon  dafhed  all  ialfe  Hopes:  (3)  £)^c.  14.  1703. 
For  fhe  declared  from  the  Throne  (3),  That  fhehad  un- 
queftionable  Information  of  very  ill  Pradices  and  Defigns  carried  on  in  Scot-' 
land  by  Emiffaries  from  France,  which  might  have  proved  extreamly  danger- 
ous to  the  Peace  of  thofe  Kingdoms.  This  was  made  evident  by  the  Exa- 
mination laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  England,  and  publifhed  by  their  Au- 
thority, wherein  it  appeared  that  5000  French  were  to  join  the  Highlanders  i. 
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And  herMajefty  alfo  informed  us  then^That  our  Enemies  were  very  induftrious 
to  contrive  the  Ruin  of  the  Kingdom,  and  of  the  Proteftant  Religion  x  This, 
and  fome  other  Things,  vi^hen  three  Years  were  fcarce  elapfed  of  this  Reign, 
made  the  Jacobites  revile  the  Perfon  in  whom  they  fo  much  truftcd. 

Upon  tne  Invafion  in  the  1708  the  Queen  acquainted  the  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
That  very  falfe  Reprefentations  ot  the  true  Inciinations5&  Incerefi  of  her  People, 
jnuft  have  been  made  by  fome  of  her  Subjeds,  who  had  given  Encouragement 
to  that  defperate  Attempt.  If  fome  late  Memoirs  be  true,  we  have  been  in 
greater  Danger  than  we  were  appriied  of  in  the  Time:  But  Providence  di- 
vided and  brake  all  their  Meafures. 

A  little  after  our  Fears  of  the  Invafwn  were  over,  new  Difcontents  a- 
rofe,  which  creeping  m  about  the  Throne,  were  firfl  whifpered  there  3  the 
Proteflant  Miniftry  was  next  ubelled,  and  by  Degrees  at  laft  turned  out  :  And 
feverals  came  m  their  Room,  who  have  been  in  the  iate  ReheHioUy  or  Abettors 
of  it  Abroad,  and  have  threatned  us  with  Invafions  in  a  noftiie  Manner. 

From  thefe  Men  while  in  the  Admmiftration,  it  was  thought  we  had  more 
to  Fear  than  ever,  and  that  a  m.ore  dangerous  Confpiracy  was  formed  againft 
our  Religion  and  the  Proteflant  Succeffion^  than  any  yet  mentioned. 

A  new  Scene  was  entered  on  by  Eilays  of  Subtilty  and  Poifon,  to  accom- 
plifh  what  open  Force  could  not  do,  and  this  was  to  make  Britain  ftrike  the 
Blow  her  felf  Since  the  Ground-plot  of  the  late  jRe^^///o«  was  laid  then,  al- 
low me  to  open  it  up  a  little  in  the  firft  Place. 

The  Memory  of  the  great  King  William  was  blackned  as  much  as  poC* 
fible.  It  was  always  thought  a  great  Point  to  leifen  the  Nation^s  Efleem  of 
Him :  The  Injuries  done  to  King  Jaines  were  numbred  up,  and  aggravated,  & 
thefe  he  did  to  the  Nadon,  concealed^  or  denied,  and  fome  Injuries  done  to 
one  in  a  Cradle  were  fpoken  of  with  great  PafTion  &  Warmth.  This  was  allowed 
to  be  done  openly  ,♦  and  hereby  the  Revolution  was  made  odious,  and  what 
it  did  was  caird  ipfo  FaSio  void  and  null,  that  all  that  was  built  upon  it,  might 
tall  of  Courfe  with  Eaie  in  due  Time. 

Next,  The  chief  Inftruments  of  our  Eflallijhment  were  reprefented  as  Refuhli-^ 

cans,  Enemies  to  Monarchy,  Traitors  to  their    Country,   and  Men  of  no   Religion  ; 

who,  tho"*  they  profefled  to  be  of  this  or  that  Church,  were  fecretly  confpir* 

ingthe  Ruin  of  all  Religion.  The  Days  of  our  ancient  Slavery  were  magnified-^ 

'  and  the  memorable  Redemption  in  Eighty  eighth  laid  in  the  Duft. 

Many  of  the  Clergy  of  England  were,  one  Way  or  other,  brought  into  a 
Jacobite  IntereR.  The  Epifcopal  Minifters  in  Scotland  all,except  a  very  few, were  ia 
It  before,  or  foon  fwayed  that  Way.The  firft  furnifhed  out  fome  great  Incendi- 
aries,&  both  propagated  that  Caufe  they  called  Righteom,  &  flung  Poifon  about 
notably.  I  do  not  remember  that  ever  the  Sovereign  was  addrefled  by  any  Part 
of  the  Epifcopal  Clergy  here,  till  now.  They  approached  the  Queen  without 
the  leaf):  Mention  of  the  H  iv:N  n  o  v  e  r  Succession,  which  fhe  profefs'd  was 
fo  much  at  Heart.. 

When  this  Body  of  Church-men  was  in  this  Temper,  and  conniv'd  at,  they  ^ 

form'd/. 
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to  US  a  new  Scheme  of  Religion  and  Government^  exactly  calculated  for  a  certain 
End,  whercoi  wc  are  nOc  ignorant  now.  However  cney  0|)ened  the  Scheme 
from  tne  Puipiiis^che  PrcG,  and  in  cominon  Converfe;  &  even  lome  Unnivejitzes 
adopted  it  as  the  only  Piece  oi  valuable  Learning,  All  this  gave  us  a  meiaacno- 
ly  Prolpe(^t  of  uncommon  Advances  towards  Rome :  For  many  fpoke  ot  the 
Sacrament  oj  the  Supper  as  a  real  Sacrifice  ot"  a  real  Prefence^ 
(i)  £)r.  Burnet's  and  2,  propitiatory  Oblation,  2i\\d  of  tne  N-eceflity  o^  fecret 
Preface  to  ':^d Part  Confeffioriy  Abfolution,  and  the  Power  of  the  Prieit  to  forgive 
Hfkr,  Re  for.  See  Sins  (i)  :  Expreffions  as  unknown  to  ProtefJants,  as 
one  PraLt^'s  Serm.  they  are  common  to  Papifls.  To  which  was  added  the 
full  of  fuch  DoC"  extravagant  Conceit  of  the  Invalidity  of  B  apt  if m,  unlefs  adminif- 
trines.  And  one  tred  by  one  Epi fop  ally  ordain  d,  and  the  Necejfity  of  a  Prieflhood 
Mr,  Johnfion's  (  as  they  termed  it)  with  Ordination  in  a  Lineal  Succejfion 
unbloody  Sacrifice  from  the  Apoflles.  Without  wiAch^  they  faidy  ai  .there  wa6  no 
and  Altar,  true  Church, /o  no  Ordinances  ^  andfome  added,  no  Salvation, 

which  they  plead  for  to  fome  Heath': ns,  Thefs  Nodons  have 
(2).  By  one  Pratt,  been  wriitcn  for  with  much  Ze^ii,  and  Indecency,  by  thofe 
and  fome  others  who  called  themfelves  Proteftants  (2),  and  fome  of  them 
/  have  feen.   See     maintained  with  Obilinacy. 

Mrjohnfton's  un-  Thus  they  attack'd  ihe  Reformation  in  its  firft  Principles 
bloody  Sacrifice  and  and  Foundation,  it  followed,  that  it  was  an  Ufurpation,  a 
Altar,  frightful  Schifm,  and  a  Rebellion  againft  the  Succeffors  of  the  A- 

poBles,  by  which  fome  hidyRome  was  meant,  to  which  they 
(3)  12.  Pag.  Pre-*  were  faft  haftening  by  a  Number  of  fuperftitious  Practices, 
face  Burnett's  3^  and  in  fome  Places  grown,  and  maintained,  to  a  great 
Part,  Height.     Thus  we  were  going  otf  infenfibly  from  the  jR^- 

formation,  as  a  great  Man  complained  (3). 

The  Diffenters  next,  to  carry  on  the  Ploc,  mad;  be  run  down,  becaufe  many 
of  them  were  as  firm  to  the  Succejfion  and  Protefiant  Religion  as  any  in  Baitain, 
The  old  Clamours  were  revived,  and  41  a  thoiifand  Times  baul'd  out,  with- 
out Senfe,  or  Reafbn  ;  and  the  eflablifhed  Church  of  Scotland  muft  alfo 
be  tread  on,  her  Ad  of  Security,  fome  fay,  was  broken  thro'  to  counte- 
nance 5^^coZ'/m,  and  nouriih  their  Seed  in  the  Land.  Intruders  fupported,and 
Popijh  Priefls  winked  at,  becauie  they  could  do  no  Harm  to  the  Scheme. 

The  All  of  "Toleration  in  England  mufl  be  undermined,  and  that  for  the  Se-. 
curity  of  our  Church  ferved  the  fame  Way.  That  the  Commons  in  one  Part  of 
the  Nation  might  be  let  loofe  to  inflame  it,  and  the  Highland  Clans,  fince  in 
Rebellion,  adually  in  Pay  to  prepare  them  for  it,  and  to  turn  the  Church  of 
Scotland  to  the  Door,  becaufe  no  wife  in  the  Interefl,  and  there  was 
Defpair  ever  to  win  her  to  it. 

You  remember  the  Time  when  many  Lies  went  current  of  the  lUuflrious 
Houfe  of  HANNOVER,  to  create  an  Averfion  in  the  People  to  the  Protefiant 
SucceJfion,2indthc  befi  Friends  it  had, were  reprefented  as  Enemies  to  the  Sove- 
reign, and  King  William's  Legacie,  as  they  call'dit,  was  curfed  openly. 
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The  Right  of  the  Qiieen  was  alio  called  Hereditary ^.to  eftablifh  that  Principle  in 
the  Minds  ot  the  People,  as  abfolutiey  neceilary  lo  a  Succellor,  and  ivhen  once 
many  got  it  inio  their  Heads,and  their  Paflions  for  it  were  raifed,  honefi:  Men 
found  It  in  vain  to  make  them  feniibie  of  the  main  Deiign,  and  that  it  made 
the  Queen  they  owned  an  Ufurpevy  dc  thofe  about  the  Throne  fuftered  her  tobe 
treated  as  fucn,  even  m  Addrelles  to  her  felt.  So  that  a  great  many  of  our 
lateDiffatisfadtons  owe  their  Rife  to  the  Cunning  of  Artful  Men,for  Ends  very 
dittercnt  from  the  PromQtion  of  Keligion^  or  Obedience  to  the  Government. 
Wnich  furiUer  appears  from  the  grofs  Diflintl:ions,  and  Evajlons  coined  to  elude 
the  Oaths  .that  were  made  for  the  Security  of  the  Government,  tho^  there  was 
no  Room  left  in  them  for  Infincenty.  Strange,,  that  Men  who  profeded  the 
Protejtant  Docirmes,{hou\d  maintain  they  were  no  longer  bound  than  till  an  Op- 
porLuniiy  ottered  to  introduce  him  they  abjured  1  What  can  they  Objed  to 
Jefuites  now  ^  Were  not  all  the  idle  Evafions  propagated,  to  influence  the  Nia- 
tion,  to  break  thro'  their  folemn  Oath  abjuring  the  Pretender,  to  the  Danger  of 
our  Religion  and  ot  our  Peace  ? 

Tiie  Dutch, wctQ  next  treated  as  our  Enemies,  and  the  French  cried  up  as 
our  beft  Friends. 

It  was  maintain'd,  the  Pretender  would  turn  Protefia/it,  and  the  Fadion  gave 
out  confidently,  T^hat  one,  who^as  thej  /aid,  went  on  the  Errand  of  his  Converfion^ 
luould  fucceed.  It  was  alfo  laid,  he  would  never  come  in  hy  Force.  This  was  to 
concifitate  the  Defign  to  thofe,  who  abhorred  the  Thoughts  of  a  civil  War, 
tho'  they  wifhed  him  among  them  in  Peace.  When  the  Pretender^  Friends  were 
not  in  Court,  then  the  People  were  pollelled  with  falfe  Fears  of  the  Danger 
of  the  Church  of  England,  which  Cry  always  ceafed  when  they  were  in^  and 
never  heard  of  till  they  began  to  fhake  in  the   Saddle. 

The  Youth,  and  Commons  of  the  Nation,  had  thefe  Principles  infiiird  in 
them,  that  were  incoiiliflent  with  the  true  Intereft  of  their  Country,  and 
plainly  brought  down  Deflru61:ion  on  themfelves,  which  Way  foever  we  look 
on  them,  when  put  in  Practice,  in  a  Re  t?e  Hi  on,  whcthi^x  it  met  with,  or  mifs'd 
of  Succef^  I  will  not  deny,  but  many  of  thefe  Baits  were  laid,  and  this  Poi- 
fonwas  working  many  Years  before  that  unhappy  Minifiry  which  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of  all  our  Troubles,but  that  which  was  only  whifpered  before,was  thea 
inculcated  with  Impunity,  fpread  with  Diligence,  and  fome  fay,  under  DireBioUy. 
and  nowriflied  with  Zeal  :So  that  Jacobitfm  increased,  &:  our  Enemies  were  not 
afkam'd  to  tell  all  fairly  out  what  they  would  be  at.  I  believe  there  was  never 
a  Time,  except  the  latter  End  of  that  Reign>  wherein  Treafcn  was  fo  much 
Spoken,  Printed  and  Preached  :  Here  it^s  plain,  a  Popijh  Faction  fcrvM  them- 
felves dextroufiy  of  one  Party  to  deflroy  another  -,  they  fomented  the  Hatred 
and  Ammoiities,  that  were  betv/ixt  them,  for  their  own  dear  Ends.  Some 
Time  in  17 14  the  Pretender  m  a  Manifefto  fdys,  Many  of  his  miji  eminent 
Ofpofers  have  been  obliged  at  lafl  to  acknowledge  hts  Hereditary  Title.  I  mufl 
not  forget  to  owne,  there  was  a  Majority  in  the  Nation,  which  outweigh- 
ed ;  the  Enemies  of  thdr  Country;   had  there  not  been  an  boneft  Spirit 

' *  .  that; 
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that  reigtiM  in  the  Nation,  which  jirov'd  a  Wall  oj  Brafs  to  our  Conftitution, 
we  had  feen  fad  Work  of  it.  Ail  the  Jacobites  could  then  do,  was  to  ufe  thefe 
Methods  above-mentioned  to  iomc  He.ght,  to  pave  the  vVay  to  the  Pretender  ; 
&  when  once  the  People  were  fully  poiioned,  and  intoxicacea,tne  honell:  Spirit 
worn  mote  out,  and  Things  run  up  to  Coatulion,  tne  Blow  was  then  to  be 
ftruck ;  wnether  this  was  to  be  done  by  an  Invajion  from  F>aace,  or  an  eaiier 
Reception  ot  bxavery,  or  Part  of  both,  I  will  no:  determine. 

Pardon  me.  Sir,  that  I  have  been  fblong  on  this  Articie.  I  fancied,  you  would 
be  very  well  pleafed  to  hear  thefe  Tnings  rehearfed,  which,  as  they  laid  i;ie 
Foundation  of  our  late  Troubles,  fo  they  do  now  givQ  a  Luftre  to  the  Work'- 
ings  of  Providence  for  us. 

When  the  Nation  was  all  in  Ferment,  when  Papifls  and  their  Friends  ran 
high,  and  true  Britai.is  were  diftraded  with  Fears  of  a  fudden  Stroke  to  our 
Eftahlijhmenty  Heaven  took  the  Work  into  its  own  Hand,  and  fent  us  King 
Georgej  and  in  a  Minute  our  Joy  was  great,  and  we  hoped  it  would  laft 
We  faw  the  Lawful  SucceJJors  in  Voi{^^io\'\y  the  Prot  eft  ant  Religion  fecured,  our 
Liberties  and  Properties  eftablifhed,  every  Thing  mat  was  in  Danger  made 
fafe,  and  nothing  remained,  but  for  every  Man  to  hlejs  his  GO D^  to  live  in 
Peace,  and  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  his  Labours,  You  fee  now  ever  lince  the  Re- 
formation the  Plot  of  palming  Slavery  on  us,  and  refloring  Popery  in  Britain  hath  - 
gone  on,  and  as  often  mifcarried,  as  attempted.  King  George  His  Ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Throne,  accompanied  with  fo  many  providential  Circumflances, 
difappointed  the  immediate  Execution  of  the  Enemies  Dejtgn  -,  but  they  gave  it 
not  over:  For  immediately  they  fall  to  Work  to  create  DilTatisfadions  againft 
His  Majeflie's  Government  and  Per(bn^  thefe  Endeavours  were  not  lo  open  as 
before,  but  virulent  and  reftlefs  ;  as  the  Encouragement  grew  flionger,Tumults 
and  Riots  were  univerfally  fomented  in  England,  and  a  Rebellion  iiatched  in 
Scotland. 

If  we  carefully  refled  on  the  Beginning,  Progrefs  and  Conclufion  of  that 
Rebellion,  we  find  that  G  o  d  in  his  Goodnefs  hath  manifelled  the  fame  Care  , 
of  his  watchful  Providence  over  the  Proteftant  Reltgioa,  and  our  happy  Confthu-- 
tion  as  before:  But  in  fiich  a  peculiar  Manner,  that  I  bdieve,all  Circumftances 
confidered,  there  are  fome  Things  fingular  therein:  As  the  late  Infurredcion. 
was  the  boldeft,  and  mofl  daring  Attempt  was  ever  made  on  our  Religion  fince 
the  Reformation;  for  it  was  to  Dethrone  Him  that  fupported  it;  fo,  I  think,  the 
Footfleps  of  Mercy  were  more  vilible,  and  the  iignal  Characters  of  an  amax^ing 
Providence  oftner  repeated  than  in  any  the  like  Cafe  betore.  Our  Danger 
was  fo  great,  every  one  faw  it  ;  the  Merciful  Interpoiitions  of  Heaven  fo  plain, 
none  denied  them,  but  the  Ignorant  or  the  Deluded,  who,  I  believe,  are  now 
come  to  a  founder  Mind. 

It  is  with  great  Pieafure  I  have  refleded  on  the  Divine  Condufi  of  late,  where- 
in I  have  marked  thefe  Steps.  It  was  no  cafiial  Stumble,  but  a  convincing 
Providence  may  be  feen  therein.  That  the  late  Rebellion  broke  not  oat  eitner 
ai  little  before>or  immediately  after  King  George  His  Acceflion  to  the  Crown. 

In 
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In  iktfirfl  Cafe,  thefe  who  were  then  in  the  Minifivy,  and  of  late  in  the  ^^•' 
Mioriy  would  have  been  prime  Pillars  for  it.  In  the  lafi  Cafe,  What  Succefs 
did  the  Proipedt  of  Atiairs  Abroad  then  promife  it?  The  Patron  of  the  Pn- 
tendery  and  tne  Popijh  Caufe  in  Britain,  had  a  full  Year  of  his  Life  to  ran,  in 
which  Time  great  Defigns  might  have  been  executed,  to  the  evident  Hazard  . 
of  our  Religion  and  Liberty.  Now,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  the  French  are 
not  only  the  moft  inveterate,but  ^pofl  formidable  of  our  Enemies  when  once  in« 
gaged  5  they  have  the  greatefl  Power,  as  well  as  the  ftrongeft  Inclination  to  ^ 
ruin  us.  No  other  State  equals  them  in  the  Force  of  their  Fleets  and  Armies, 
in  the  Nearnefs  and  Conveniency  of  their  Situation  for  a  Deicent  on  us,  and 
in  the  Number  ot  Friends  they  have  among  us.  Beiides,  their  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, their  Religion,  and  Jealoufy  of  the  Britijh  Nation,  and  Purfuits  of 
Univerfal  Monarchy,  engage  them  to  catch  at  all  Opportunities  of  fubverting 
our  ConftiiuQon,  and  deilroying  our  Religion,  and  linking  the  Figure  which 
Britain  makes  in  Europe.  It's  plain,  France  was  reftor'd  to  its  ancJient  and 
formidable  State  by  the  Peace,  and  many  French  Troops  were  ready  to  go  where 
their  Monarch  pleas'd  ^  by  which,  had  an  Attempt  been  made  for  the  Pretender 
a  Year  fooner  than  it  was,  it  might  have  given  us  much  more  Trouble  :  For, 
what  Encouragement  did  our  unfettled  Affairs  at  Home  give  it  ?  The  Nation 
was  fecure,  and  naked  of  Forces,  fcarce  16  many  left  undisbanded  in  the 
former  Reign,  as  would  fhut  the  Gates  of  our  Garifons  -,  a  faithful  Miniflry 
but  n^wly  fettled,  the  Exchequer  in  a  Manner  empty,  the  late  Poifon  not  yet 
eaten  out,  and  the  Credit  ot  the  Nation,  which  had  been  very  low,  but  juft 
rifing,  which  a  Rebellion  then  had  driven  back  to  a  lower  Ebb.  Was  not  this 
a  fair  Opportunity  loft,  to  execute  thefe  Counfels,  that  had  been  often 
thought  on,  and  laid  (ome  Years  before?  Wlien  I  refled  on  this,  I  know  not 
where  to  lay  it,  but  to  the  Door  of  a  pecuUar  Providence  of  that  God,  who 
rules  over  ail,  and  hath  a  wife  and  Sovereign  Hand  in  all  the  Couniels  and 
Purpofes  of  Men,  and  can  ftop  the  Execution  of  them  when  he  will.  God 
took  orf  the  Wheels  of  Pharaoh's  Chariots,  that  they  drove  heavily.  None  can 
vjork  when  he  vjill  hinder ;  when  he  will  work,  who  Jhah  let  it  ? 

^  There  was  never  a  more  unlikely  Time  for  a  Rebellion  to  fucceed,  than  when 
it  was  undertaken  :  King  George  was  eftablifh'd  on  the  Throne,  and  in 
the  Aftedions  of  his  good  Subjeds  ;  a  SefTion  of  Parliament  was  almoft  over, 
that  (hew\i  great  Zeal  for  the  K  i  n  g  and  the  Proteflant  In-* 
terefl,  and  had  fettl'd  the  Tumuits  2i^2iin^  Dtjf enters  in  the  (i)  Banhftock  a- 
Southern  Parts,  before  ever  any  mov'd  here:  The  kve  i^i.  It  came 
Exchequer  was  full,  the  Credit  of  the  Nation  at  a  very  not  near  that  for 
high  Tide  (i),  a  faithful  Miniftry  about  the  Throne,  a  ^  or  ^  Tears  before. 
Peace  Abroad  that  ftrengthn'd  King  George^s  Hands, 
and  no  View  of  any  Prince,  whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  break  it,  and  the  French 
King  was  taken  with  an  (2)  lilnefs  that  threatn'd  to  cut  him  ofti  and  to  leave 

E  the 

(2)  ifl  0/ Auguft  0.  S.  "The  Rebellion  did  not  break  out^till  the  Nation  vjo^  in  a  Con^^    ^ 
dition  to  prevent  the  Succefs  of  it.  ^  J. 
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theSucceiTion  of  that  Kingdom  in  a  Minority, when  the  Power  of  that  Nation, 
whence  the  Rebels  drew  their  greatefl  Hopes  of  AfTiftance,  was'  more  likely  to 
be  againfc  them   than  with  them. 

At  this  Time  to  fet  up  a  Popi^  Interefl,  was  no  fmall  Infatuation  ^  yet  many 
fear'd  the  lilue,  becaufe  they  law  not  how  God  would  over-rule  Matters ; 
as  ill  Charatlers,  till  a  Man  learn  them,  lie  cannot  make  Senfe  of  them^  fo  all, 
tho'  not  before,  can  eaiily  now  fee  Providence  would  hereby  eftabUfh  the  Pro- 
teftam  Religion  and  Succeffion  in  Britain^  rather  than  fhake  it.  What,  was 
mean  d for  Evil,  the  Lord  can  turn   about  for  Good,.         .  - 

But  what  will  be  p^er  remarkable  upon  this  Occaiion,and,no  Doiibt,bringa 
double  Honour  to  Providence^is^h^n  the  Rehelhon  was  ready 

{i)0/ithe  iftof    to  break  forth,  the  French  King  died  (i).  Whicu  was  fuch  a 

Sept.  iV.  *S'.  u'/7/t7;     Stroke  to  it,  that  none  but    Heaven  could   give  it.     The 

anjwers  to  our  21.     furprifing  Death  oi  Henry  the   2d  oi  France y  and  within  a 

Aug.  lafl:  little  oi  Francis  his  Son,  fav'd  the  Reformation  from  Ruin  m 

its  Infancy ,  but  never  was  Death  fo    feafonabie  to  all  Pro- 

(i)    "the    Pro-    teflants  at  once,  and  to  us  in  particular,  as  that  o^  Lezvis  the 

teftant      Cantons j     14th.  As  he  was  making  Preparations  for   the  Deftrudioii 

and  Geneva.  of  Religion  in  feveral  Proteftant  (2)  Countries  in  one  Year, 

God  turn'd  him  to  Duft,  and  his  Thoughts  perifh'd,  and 

(3)  See  the  Mer-  his  Projeds  were  broken  in  that  Minute.  This  the  Papifis 
curyforOd-ijiy..  lamented  (3),  and  do  lament :  And  it  eas'd  us  of  many  of 
Extratl  of  a  Ser-  pur  Fears  j  efpecially  when  we  heard  that  one  fucceeded  m 
mon,  his  Power,  tho  not  in  his  Place,  whofe  Interefl  lay,    as   it 

was  then  thought,  not  to  difturb  the  Affairs  of  Britain^ 
but  to  court  its  Friendfliipby  all  Means  poffible.  This  was  indeed  an  unexpect- 
ed and  furpriiing  Turn  of  Providence,  and  ftruck  us  with   Wonder  and  Joy, 

as  it  did  fome  with  Sorrow  and    Grief.     It  I  may  allude 

(4)  Read  firfl  5  to  the  Words  of  the  Pl-ophet  in  this  Cafe,  Egypt  in  v^hom  a 
'V.  of  the  ^o  of  Party  trujied,  might  have  been  their  Confufion,  and  the  Strength 
Ifa,  of  Pharaoh    their  Shame.     The   French  were  now  become    a 

People  that  could  not  profit  them,  nor  be  an  Help  (4). 
Not  a  few  imagined  that  the  Rebellion  would  be  at  an  End,  that  Moment  the 
"News  from  France  reach'd  over  Britain  i  for  hereby  the  Pretender  was  ftript  of 
his  befl  Friend,  alfoon  as  his  Caufe  was  fet  up,  and  none  elfe  had  adopted 
it  Abroad,  whom  we  neaded  fear;  Thus  he  was  lelt  without  Friends,  he 
had  no  Forces,  and  as  little  Money  of  his  own;  he  had  no  AHiance,  nor  the 
Profped  of  any  that  would  affifl  him  :  All  the  Friendfhip  he  could  exped, 
was,  what  the  common  Bond  of  his  Religion  could  make,  which,  now  Europe 
is  grown  fo  wife,  was  worth  little  more  to  him  than  the  Pope's  Prayers 
for  his  Succefs,  and  a  few  Pence  gathered  from  the  Zealots  for  Popery :  What  a 
Miraculous  Providence  was  this,  that  the  Pretender  and  his  Abettors  fhould 
be  put  beyond  the  Hopes  of  all  Forreign  AfTiftance,  in  the  very  Nick  of  Time 
the  Rebellion  began  againft  our  King,  our  Religion  and  Liberties  ! 
Is  It  not  obvious^the  RMion-v^^^  Ids  to  be  fear'd,  when  the  Enemy  was  dif- 
"  "     '  appointed 
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appoip^ted  of  the  great  Advantages  tney  expeded  from  Abroad  ?  The  Founda- 
tion of  uicir  Hopes r  which  in  a  humane  VVay  of  Reafoning,  promifcd  them 
thegreateit  Incouragement  in  a  ftrange  Manner  fell  to  the  Ground,  and  difap- 
pcar'd.  Their  Gouvd^  the  J^riendjhip  of  Princes^  remarkably  witlier'd,  and 
its  Shadow  went  away  ;  that  we  might  lee  the  Church's  Interefl  hangs  not  fo 
much  on  Humane  Proves,  as  Divine;  That  he  that  glorieth,  may  glory  in  the  LORD. 
Non  Coeco  Impetu  vohuntur  Rot^y  The  Wheels  oj  Providence  are  ?nov'd  by  a  wife 
Hand.  I  think  it  will  not  be  doubted  that  the  Rebellion  was  laid  and  concert- 
ed on  the  Promife,  at  ieaft,  on  the  Hope  of  F(}rr^/^;z  jjfifiance,  and  at  once  this 
Hope  is  cut  ort,  contrary  to  all  the  Pretende/s  Expectations,  who  faid  in  a 
Alanifefto  pubiifhed  in  1714,  That  for  his  own  Part,  whatever  flmil  happen  at  any 
Time  to  be  the  Situation  of  Affairs  0/ Europe,  he  hoped  always  t^  have  Friends  to 
efpoufe  his  Caufe.  Is  it  not  remarkable,tho'  the  Storm  appeared  very  terrible  at 
tirfi:  View,  it  was  not  now  half  fo  fnghtning.'*  God  temper'd  the  worfl Sight 
of  it  with  a  very  early  Mercy,  by  cutting  orf  the  Strength  o^  Egypt,  on  which 
the  Rebels  much  depended.  This  was  like  the  pulHng  down  a  Neighbouring. 
Houfe  to  flop  the  Violence  oi  Fire,  which  had  it  flood,  would  both 
have  given  new  Fewel,  and  new  Force  to  the  Flames,  O 
LORD  thou  hafi  begun  to  Jhew  thy  Servants  thy  Greatnefs,  and  (i)  Deut.  3.  24. 
thy  mighty  Hand;  for  what  God  is  there,  that  can  do  accord- 
ing to  thy  Works  (1).^ 

When  the  Cafe  was  thus,  what  could  hinder  the  Rebels,  who  had  been  ga- 
thering together  fometime  before,  to  make  a  handfom  Retreat  ?  Had  they  any 
Hopes  of  Succefs  left  them,  but  what  their  foohfh  Imaginations  promis'd  ? 
Could  they  not  fee  Biafting  and  Difapp ointment  fown 
with  the  very  Seeds  of  their  wicked  Defigns  ?  But  Heaven  (2)  Mar's  De^ 
let  them  run  (2)  on  in  them  for  great  Ends;  perhaps  hereby  claraticn,  dated 
to  put  us  out  of  the  Fears  of  Forreign  Inv^lion  afterward,  ^.  Sept,  iji^, 
and  to  weaken  that  Farcy,  which  thete  28  Years  bypafl  has 
fludi'd  to  diflurb  the  Peace  oi  Britain,  and  thefe  15  Years  has  endeavour'd 
to  encourage  a  Popijh  Pretender  ;  I  fay,  to  weaken  them  io,  that  they  fhould  be 
able  to  do  him  no  more  Service.  Had  the  Rebellion  ceafd  when  the  Life  and 
Soul  of  it  went  out ;  I  mean,  the  Hopes  of  Forreign  Supports,  the  Nation 
would  have  been  as  fafe,  as  it  was  before  ;  but  then  Enemies  to  our  happy 
Conflitution,  had  been  nurfed  in  our  Bofom,  who  one  Day  poflibly  might 
have  poifon'd,  and  perhaps  diilblv'd  our  excellent  Eftablifhment  ;  whereas,tho' 
we  have  been  unfortunate  to  fee  many  Enemies,  yet  we  have  the  Satisfaction 
to  know  them^  and,  it's  hop'd.  Providence  will  make  them  no  more  to  be 
dreaded.  So  that  an  Invafion  from  Abroad,  in  a  more  favourable  Jundure  of 
Affairs  .here  for  it,  than  we  faw  at  this  Time,  will  make  lefs  ImprelTion  oa 
the  Nation,  and  find  fev/er  Friends  to  it  here. 

It  is  next  very  obfervable.  That  not  one  of  the  deep  and  hidden  Plots  of 
the  Rebels  ever  did  bear,Providence  brake  them  all  to  Pieces  in  the  Attempt,or 
difcover'd  them  before  it,  or  diljomted  them,  that  they  never  faw  the  Light. 

B  2  None 
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None  can  ttjii  txic  Mikiks  Edinburgh  liad  fuftcr'd,  and  the  many  ill  Confe- 
quences  on  the  adjacent  Country/ had  the  Callle  of  that 
(i)  p.  Sept.  1715.  City  been  furpris'd  by  the  Rel^els  at  the  Time  the  At- 
tempt was  made  on  it  (i).  The  fame  Day  the  Trealon  was 
openly  declar'd^  the  Confpiracy  was  to  reach  the  length  of  us,  that  a  firft 
Succefs  here  might  flufh,  and  draw  out  ail  the  Jacobites  at  once.  The  Ad- 
vancages  the  Enemy  had  gain'd,  had  the  Attack  on  our  Neighbouring  Fort* 
proven  fuccefsful,  would  have  been  equal  to  our  Miferies :  But  God  in"" 
great  Mercy,  would  not  let  our  Eyes  fee  thefe  Things  our  Imaginations  can- 
not now  reach.  This  awakned  the  Ciiy  to  more  Care,  and  the  Inhabitants 
toclofler  Duty,  which  became  our  after  Security,  andcaus'd  the  Garifon  be 
made  ftronger,  to  prevent  After-aflaults  :  The  Counfels  of  Enemies  are  often 
determined  10  bring  forth  the  Contrary  Efiedts  to  what  they  wifh'd  for.  I 
pafs  on  to  other  Things  that  deferve  our  Attention. 

A  little  after  this,  the  deiign'd  InfurreBion,  m  the  South-JVefl  of  England y 
was  detected  and  prevented  happily,  which  was  to  have  been  ufher'd  in  with, 
a  terrible  Stroke,  the  Aflaflination  of  the  beft  of  Kings. 
(i)SirW,W — m  This  happy  Difcovery,  and  the  Apprehending  fome  of  the 
and  Harvey  of  great  Prompters  to  the  Rebel/ion  ( 2),  fettled  the  Peace  of 
Combe.  that  Part  of  the  Nation  at  that  Time  ;  fo  that    when  the 

Relfsls   rofe  up  in  Arms  in  Northu?nberland^  few  were  will- 
ing to  join  them. 


This  fmall  Company  (3J,  which  at  firft  thought  to  have 
increafed  their  Numbers  by  fome  bold  Enterprife,  fell  fhort 
in  the  Attempt ;  their  Defign  was  to  have  feiz'd  Neivcaflky 
but  the  Diligence  of  the  Magiftrates  prevented  it,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Government,which  fent  four  Regiments  thither, 

for  ever  fccur'd  tliat  Place  from  their  Hands.  It's  true  they  furpris'd  the 
Caftle  di  Holy-Ifland^  but  they  were  foon  beat  from  it  with 
Difgrace,  and  forced  to  retire  more  out  of  the  Way  of  the 
King's  Forces  (4),  where  they  expeded  a  more  numerous 
Conjunction  of  their  Ailociates  in  ReheUiony  than  they  could 
look  for  in  their  own  Country  :  Thefe  Expedations  were 
built  on  a  Concert  with  Mar  (5).  We  mufi:  not  forget 
that  the  Interprife  of  the  Rebels  on  Inverary  f<5),  the  chief 
Town  of  ^r^jy/^- Shire,  alfo  milcarri'd.  Which  was  owing 
next  to  the  Blefling  of  G  o  d,  to  the  Care  and  Vigilance  of 
one  (7 j  of  the  Ornaments  of  our  Country,  and  the  Cou- 
rage of  thofe  with  him,.  It  muft  be  noted,  the  Town  and 
Caflle  oiluverary  lies  near  the  Head  of  a  notable  Loch, call- 
hochfiney  60  Miles  in  Lengthy  and  this  Important  Place 
being  preferv'd,  it  cut  oft  a  Communication  with  Rerthy 
whereby  feveral  of  the  Wefiern  Rebels  were   flopped  going 

thither.  I  remember  we  heard^about  600  were  oblig'd  to  lay  down  their  Arms, 

'  ^ and 


(^)Did  not  exceed 
300  Men.  See  Oc" 
tcjher  Mercury, 


(^)  To  Hexham 
16  Miles  Wefi  oj 
Newcaftle. 

f  5j  See  fame  Met" 
iury, 

(6)  About  the 
fame  Time  of  the 
Mifcarriages  lafl 
narndy  viz.  In  Ocl. 

(j)  E.  of  lila 
with  his  Brothe/s 
Men, 


^       [     ^3     ] 
and  go   Home  again  :     And  General  Gordony  who  came   before  hiwerary  was 
oblig'd  likewife  to  retire,  being  neither  able  to  do  any  Thing  againft  the  Town, 
nor  to  increafe  his  Numbers,     as  he  expeded. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  Plots  that  never  law  the  Light:  We  can  give  no 
Hiftory  of  them.  Ytt  Providence  iliouid  not  lofe  it's  Giory,  becaufe  we  ne- 
ver faw  our  Danger,  from  thoie  which  it  prevented  ever  coming  to  the  View 
of  the  V/orld.  It's  a  Thougiit  very  obvious,  that  there  were  ieverals  of  this 
Kind  laid  in  mc  City  o^  Edinburgh  ^  which  will  nowile  feem  abfurd,  if  it  be 
confider'd;  That  a  Multitude  of  Strangers  reforted  hither  in  our  Times  of 
Trouble,  who  were  not  known,  nor  their  Buiinefs:  That  a  greater  Number 
ol  Jacobites  found  their  Hai.ts  in  tais  Place,  and  could  be  with  more  Eafe  con- 
ceai'd  than  in  any  of  our  Cities  on  this  Side  Forth  :  That  the  City  got  fre- 
quent Alarms,  to  which  we. may  add  the  great  Importance  of  this  Place  to  the 
Enemy  :  How  much  hadit  ftraitned  Uie  Camp  ^t  Stirling,  and  ftrengthn'd  the 
Party  in  this  Country  had  it  ever  fallen  into  tiieir  Hands  ?  But  Providence 
fo  bleifed  the  great  Diligence  and  ■  Activity  of  our  Magif- 
triites  ivi  putting  the  Town  iaapofture  of  Defence,  the  (i)  T'he  ifi  Af> 
continual  Patchings,  and  unweari'd  Zeal  pf  that  Noble  fociation  in  Bri- 
Company  of  Gentlemen,  the  AJfociated  (i)  Voluntetrsy  tain  xu^i  ^t  Edin- 
and  tiie  Duty,  and  Labour  of  our  City  Guards,  that  all  the  burgh  and  Glaf- 
hidden  Plots  on  the  Peace  of  the  City  were  preven-  gow inAug,iji'), 
ted. 

It  cannot  be  thought  the  Enemy  within  our  Walls  was  idle,  when  their 
Confederates  in  the  i^6'/'e///o/^  came  over  from  Fife;  but  the  great  Plot  how,  and 
where  they  were  to  receive  them,  lies  yet  hid,  becaufe,  it  was  happily  fruftated. 
The  Expences  of  the  City,  and  the  Fatigues  of  its  Inhabitants  were  not 
thrown  away,  or  in  vain,  for  the  Career  of  the  Rebels  was  flopped  at  ourGates, 
and  their  vain  Boaftmg,  That  all  the  Nation  would  fubmit  to  them,  was  firft 
fhown  to  be"  falfe  here.  Hereby  Providence  gave  great  Difcouragement  to  the  Ene- 
my, which  caus'd  Defertions  to  follov/,  and  it  made  this  City  a  Place  of  Se- 
curity, and  afafe  Sanduary  to  many  of  the  known  Friends  to  our  Conftitution> 
who  were  forc'd  to  flee  from  the  North.  Thefe  had  never  the  painful  Thoughts 
of  being  driven  from  this  City. 

So  that  the  Rebels  have  coniulted  the  Advancement  of  their  horrid  DefignSj 
and  our  Deftrudion  to  no  Purpofe  :  Inhere  was  no  Inchantment  againfiour.jSLCob^ 
nor  Divination  againfl  our  Ifrael,   which  Heaven  would  give  any  Succefs  to, 

I  do  Remember  that  marty  Friends  to  the  Fs^ebelUon  flatterM  themfelves  thats 
Providence  hvom  A  it  much;  particularly  in  the  e^rly  furprifing  o(  Perth  i6th 
September  1715,  one  of  the  KeystotheiLoTuteij,befides  that  many  of  the  Gentry, 
immediately  join'd  them,  I'ome  whereof  helped  to  the  taking  of  that  Town. 
It  was  obferv'd,  hereby  a  populous  and  fertile  Country  became  open  to  them, 
and,  as  fome  boafled,  would  declare  for  them  ;  ^s  alfo,  Accefs;  they  faid,  was 
given  to  pafs  the  Forth  to  a  better,  which  would  do  the  like;  the  Vanity  hereof 
foonappear'di  for  except  the  Money,  and  Provifigns  the  Rebels  iniquoufly 

kviU 
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kvi^d,  and  imperioun)^  pilfer'd  in  Fije .thty  could  get  very  little  more  AMancc 


which  I  believe  is  not  mucii  boaikd  of  now.  The  Eafy  Paf- 
fage  which  a  fmall  Bodv  oF  the  Rebels  got  (i),  which  came 
over  trom  Fife  to  the  LMminsyWas  cry 'a  up  atfirft  as  a  great 
Favour  of  Heaven.  It  was"  no'ac*d,  they  met  with  good 
Weather  confidenhg  the  Seafon,  and  clear  Star  Light 
Nights  to  guide  them  hither.  From  this,  tnat  Heaven  gave 
them  no  Stop,  and  that  they  had  furmounted  aii  Difficulties  from  Men,  iome 
drew  very  encouraging  Conciulious.  But  thefe  loon  evani- 
fhed,when  we  faw  the  Enemies  lofe  aii  their  Deiigns.  For  ^ 
tho  they  (2)  march'd  briskly  towards  £^V/?^-/i;r^/;,  and  were 
at  the  Gates  of  our  City  the  i^^th  o^OMer  m  the  Evenings 
Yet  hearing  th^y  were  fhut,  and  many  brave  and  refolute 
Men  within  who  were  ready  to  defend  the  City,  and  would^ 
give  them  more  Work  than  'they  expected  or  deiir'd,  they 
turned  down  to  Leith  to  cau  up  their  Accounts.  It  would, 
have  much  difturb'd  you  to  have  feen  the  evident  Signs  or*- 
Fear  in  fome,  andHopes  in  others,  of  a  Viflt  next  Morning  :' 
But  before  Day  came,  the  Duke  oi  Argyll  who  had  re- 
ceived fliort  Notice  of  the  De/ign  of  the  Enemy,  arrived  (3) 
with  a  Detatchment  of  the  King's  Forces  from  the  Camp 
at  Stirling,  to  make  Head  againft  the  Relets  ^  the  Duke 
drove  them  from  this  Important  Place,  and  very  feafonably 
rehev'd  us  of  our  Fears  of  the  Enemies  without,  and  within 
the  Town.^ 

But  x\\c  Great  Dejign  of  the  Enemyy  which  was  of  greater  Concern  to  them, 
was  alfo  loft  :  For  by  this  Diverfion,  which  made  it  necefl'ary  to  withdraw  fome 
of  the  King's  Forces  from  SPirling,  they  projeded,  atter  our  Strength  was  bro-" 
ken  there,  that  they  might,  pafs  about  that  Place  with  their  Mam  Body  with 
the  greater  Eafe.  But  Providence  fo  bleli'd  the  great  Diligence  of  the  King's 
Wife,  and  Brave  General  upon  Advice  that  Mzr  was  Marching  to  pafs  ih^  Forthy  ■ 
he  and  mofl  of  the  Forces  he  brought  with  him  march'd 
back,  and  were  in  Time  enough  at  the  Camp  to  (4)  prevent 
the  Rebels  palling  atZ?(5^/;2,whichwas  to  have  been  attempted 
the  next  Morning  after  their  Arrival  (5):  But  the  Enemy 
hearing  their  flot  was  defeated,  march'd  (6)  back  to  PertJd 
(5^  18  Odober.  in  a  Rage  at  the  Difappointment.  Let  us  hear  their  Gene- 
ral upon  this  Head,  1  very  much  regrety  fays  he,  my  being 
chligd  to  this,  (  i.  e.  to  return  to  Perth,  re  infecla, )  particularly, 
becaufe  of  it's  keeping  me  fo   much  the  longer  frgm  joining  you  ; 

but 


(i)In  the  Night 
between  the  12  th 
and  13  th  'OBbh'er 
1715.  '' 


{1)  If  lixe  may 
_giv'e  Credit  to  one 
of  Mar'j  Letters 
dated  2  i{{Otiober, 
this  ivas  no  Orders , 
from  which  fome 
infer.  It  proceeded 
from  an  Invitation 
of  the  Difaffe'cied. 


(3)  betwixt!  & 
5  in  the  ^  Morning 
i5^/jOd:ober. 


(4)  about  12  a 
Clock  at  Night  I J 
October. 


(6yi9thOd.o- 
ber  1 7 15. 


[     15     ] 
(i)  hut  you  fee  it  was  not^   in  my  Power  to  help  it.   It  is  true  he 
gives  (everal    other  Reafons,  why  he  did  not  pafs,  than  I         (i")    id  Letter 
hinccd  to  you,  wiiich  if  Fadt,  fome  of  them,  as    they  com-     dated   -at    PertK 
mend  the  working  of  Providence  for  us,  fo  they   focw  his     2iftOElober'^:i^i 
bad  Condu(^t.     The  Party,  which  came  over  the  Forth,  had 
no  View  of  Relief  from  their  Friends  on  the  other  Side  of  that  River,  and  was 
thus  left  to  fall  a  Sacrifice,  as  it  did.     And  now  fome  began  to  ftagger  intheii- 
former  Notions  ot  Providence  favouring  them  ;  till  they  heard  of  a  great  many 
i^om  x\\Q  North  oi  England,  2i\-id  South  of -^cOi^//,W  join'd  that     ^ 
fmailBody  at  or  abouri^^//c)  ("2).  On  this  Conjundion  many         ^2)   about  iid 
great  Hopes  were  built  by  the  Well-v^ifiers  to  the  Rebellion  i     Odober    171 5*  " 
which  loon  became  as  Smoke,  as  you  fliail  hear  in  the  Sequel : 
•  It's  enough  only  now  to  obferve,  the  Cry  turn'd, /^roi^'i^/^ce-  was   againft  themy 
as  it's  as  eafy  for  any  to  fee  it  now,  as  for  a  feeing  B6y  to  lead  a  BUndMan  from 
Place  to  Place.     They  were  alv/ays  in  a  miferable  Condition,  and  loaded  with 
Fears  till  the  Day  their  unhapy  Expedition  ended  :     But  I  forbear   to  trace, 
this  further,  and   Ihall  j.ufl    obfer\  e   what  we   dreaded  would  be  our  Lofs, 
was  in  the  End  our  Gain,  and  the  Series  of  kindTrovi deuce  ftill  on  our  Side,  J'hir 
was  the  doing  oj  the  LORD  and    wonderful  in  our  Eyes. 

As  the  fecret  Plots  of  the  Enemy  were  defeated,  fo  it  is  furprifing,  when 
Hoflilities  were  begun,  that  tkey  never  gained  any  Advantage  over  the  King's- 
Forces ;  every  where  they  were  always  Lofers.  The  Weapon  form'd  a** 
gainfl  our  Religion,  and  our  Sovereign,  never  profper'dj  which  is  extra- 
ordinary in  the  prefent  Cafcj  and  the  more  to  be  obferv^'d,  becaufe,  had 
the  Rebels  obtained  the  leaft  Succefs  in  the  Field,  we  cannot  tell  what  a  double 
Gain  they  had  made  of  it  among  the  lower  Sort  of  People  :  We  may  eafily 
call  to  Mind  how  they  got  Ground  among  the  Ignorant  and  Credulous,  even 
with  their  Zc^(? J,  which  were  lied  into  l^itiories  i  fo  that  the  Confequence  'of 
any  real  Gain  is  eafily  feen  :  But  by  a  Particular  Condud  Providence  favour- 
ed us  very  much,  which  as  it  gave  no  Ground  to  difpirit  theKing's Friends, 
fo  it  fufiered  not  poor  People  to  be  carried  aw^y  to  their  Ruin  :  For  in  a  little 
Time  there  was  a  plain  Difcovery  of  the  Z?V.f  of  the  Fadion,  which  prevented 
the  Snare  to  take,  that  was  laid  to  catch  the  unthinking  Populace,  and  fo  the 
Country  ran  not  into  Confusions. 

Befides,  the  Want  of  Advantage  over  the  King's  Troops,  kep^d  many  of  the 

Pretender's  Friends  in  Sufpence,  and  hindred   their  Rife,  which  helped  to  con-* 

4:inue  the  Peace  much,  where  the  Infurredion  was  not  come:     Had  Heaven 

^favour'd    xh^  Rebels  in  any  great  Attempt^  or  had  they  been  able  to  make  the 

■^Forces  run  betore  them  as  General  Carpenter  made  thofein  the  South,  it's  plain, 

J^acobites  had  flatted  up  in  greater  Numbers  at  once,  and  over-run  theCountry^ 

and  many  Poor  Ignorant s  had  been  hurri'd  away  into  their  Meafures.  To  which 

I  may  add,  we  cannot  tell  how  much  a  little  Siiccefs  had   flufh'd-  the  Main 

'  Bodyof  thei^^Z'c'/i-,  which  bore  out  fo  defperately  under  all  the  D.fcouKagements 

that befei  them.    Tis  commonly' faid  oi  x\i^.  Highlanimen^  Nom  take  better' 

mth 
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-^iih  SucceJJeSy  cr  7nors  quicidylmp'pve tbein,  than,  they  do:  But  GOD  would  not 

let  us  fee  this  verified  at  this  Time  ^  which,  if  it  had,  tho  it   might  noc  have 

proven  Dangerous  to  tb.e  Government,  yer  it's  pretty  evident  to  any,  that  re- 

tict^  on  their  Robberies,  it  had  ruin'd  tnis  Country. 

As  they  gain'd  no  Advantage  m  the  Field,  (o  Providence  would  not  let  them 

take  thefe  Advantages,  thar,  in  a  Manner,  oher'd  themieives  to  tiiem  :  Of  this 

Kind  fome,  I  remember,  reckoned  that  one.  The  Imaii  Number  of  Forces  we 

had  in  the  Camp  at  Stirling,  when  they  were  much  more  numerous   at    Peuthy 

&c,    in  or  about   the  Beginning  of  October  laft,  and  not  having   dar'd  to  do 

any  Thing  on  that  fmail  Handtul,  it  made  many   conjedure,  when  our  Camp 

was  reinforced,  That  they  would  not  be  able  to  do  much.  You  may  alio  call  io 

Mind,that  Mi^r,  m  one  of  uisLetLerSjincercepted,  difcovers, 

(i)  Hecomman"     T^hat  he  thought  Mackiniofh  (i)  guilty  of  a   grtat  Miftake  in 

ded    the   Detatch-     Marching  towards  Edinburgh  rnftead  of  proceeding  diretily  to 

Tfient  that  came  over     the  Borders  of  England  ;  It's   plain  indeed,  he  ioft  a  great 

from  Fife,  the  Let-     Advantage  he  might  have  gain*d  by  this  laft  Courfe  -,  for " 

ter  is   dated  2  ill     he  had  join'dthe  £A2^/7yy()  A^Z-e/j- ten,  or,  at  ieaft,  eight  Days 

Qdiohcx,  (boner  than  he  did^  and  had  their  Counfels  been  then  laid 

exac^tiy  well,  an  eafy  March  had  carn'd  them  into£^/;c^/)/r^, 

and  th^ninto  Strafordjhire,  ^htit  they  boafted  offo  many  Friends.     It's  plain. 

Providence  firft,  and  next  they  themfeives  gave  the  Government   full  Time  to 

.  prevent  all  thefe  fine  Schemes. 

Some  were  of  Opinion  they  loft  another  Advantage,  had  they  immediately 
on  the  Conjundion    march'd    from   Kelfo,    to    attack    our   Camp    at    Stir- 
ling one  the  one  Side,  while  their  Aiiociates  fhould  attack  it  on   the  other,  it 
had  been  hard  for  any  to  guefs  the  Event.     It  is  true,  there  was  fomeluchPro- 
pofal  made  out  of  Time,  it  was  then  reprefented,if  they  could  but  deftroy  die 
little  Army  at  Stirling^    that  Scotland,  by  that  one  Stroke,  would  be  gain'd,    and 
it  appear 'd  once  they  were  going  one  with  it,    when  they 
(2)  Ocloher  19.      march'd  to  Hawick  (2),  and  the  Layigholm  (3)  :  But  by  this 
Time  the  King's  Troops  were  at  their  Back,  having  at  lead 
(2)  Ocloher  10,    loltiix  Days  lince  their  Conjundion,  and    perhaps   their 
Partifans   at  Perth  knew   little  of    their   Aftairs.     In  this 
Hurry  and  defperate  Confufion  of  their  Counfels,they  loft  ail  Views  ofSucceis,- 
and  nothing  now  left  them  but  to  try  what  could  be  done  in  England  -,  where, 
it  was  faid, they  gathered  Strength.     During  their  March  thither  M^r  removes 
from  Perth  to  pafs  the  Forth,  and  by  the  nth  of  November  had  pafs'd  by  Aucl> 
terarder  ^  and  now  many  trembl'd  for  what  was  to  come  ;  but  the  Adtin^s  of 
hind  Providence  were  no  lefs  vifible  now  than  before. 

For  Heaven   gave  two  great  Viclories  over  the  Re- 

(a)  ix.Novem,       bels  in  one  Day  (4).  What  a  Train  of  Wonders  of  Provi- 

^^"^     '  dence  may  a  careful   Searcher  fee  in  thefe !  The   King's 

^  Troops  firft  fhut  up  thofe  in  Prefloun,  then  attacked  them  with  Vigour,  on  the 

izth  ot  November  they  furtendered  themfeives :   And  now  the  Forces  had  no 


more 
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more  Trouble  but  to  commit  thefe  to  Goals,  who  promisd  themfelvcs  the 
greatefl  Succefs,  and  Honour.  Had  their  Overthrow  been  lefs  than  a  toralone, 
perhaps  the  Peace  nad  nui  Deen  eilabhlh'd  on  that  Side;  which,  as  it  ^f0uld 
have  given  great  Uneaiinefs  to  all  true  FvoteftantSy  the  King's  beft  Friends,  fo  it 
would  have  given  fome  Heart  to  His,  and  our  Enemies  :  But  Providence 
would  neither  give  Pain  or  Joy  to  one  or  other  as  they  dreaded,  or  deiir*dit. 
By  this  fingie  Stroke  an  End  was  put  to  the  Rebellion  in  England;  this  was  fo 
great,  it  was  fcarce  expeded  by  any  in  the  Manner  it  was  giv'n  ;  and  when 
the  News  of  it  reach'd   us,  it  met  not  with  full  Credit  at  firii 

Tho'  the  King's  Forces  in  Scotland  had  much  harder  U'^ork,  and  fo  their 
Succefs  could  not  be  equal ;  yet  it  was  very  furprifing,  and  ot  great  Confer 
quence.  There  was  only  a  Handful  agamft  a  Multitude 
ot  refolute(ijMen,and  who  were  better  provided  with  ail  the  (ij  3300  qfthe 
Necefiaries  of  War  than  thofe  above  mention'd^  yet  the  Kings  Forces  a^ 
LORD  made  the  few  overcome  the  many.  In  vamdid  they  gainfi  ahave  9000, 
re))  on  their  great  Superiority.  Here  the  moft  vifible  Ei- 
fays    ot  the  Enemy  were  broken.     Any  that  reads  the  printed  Accounts  of  the 

■  Battel  of  Sheriff-moor y  will  eafily  fee  the   Charaders  of  a  good 

■  Providence  ow  QM^^idQ.  In  one  Letter  we  hnd  (2),  when  (2)  Dated  at 
our  Left  Wing  was  not  fully  form *d,  a  Body  of  the  Ene-  Stirling  15^/?  No- 
mies  Right  fell  fuddcnly  upon  them,  whilft  they  were  in  vQmbcr, printed  at 
fome  Dilorder,  and  broke  quite  thro'  them.  The  Brave  Ge-  Edinburgh  ^^^  17. 
neral  in  the  mea  1  Time,  with  thofe  Troops  he  led    on,  had 

driven  5000  of  tae  Rebels  on  the  left  quite  out  of  the  Field  of  Battel,  and  was 
purfuing  them,  (  who  often   rallied,  and  attempted  to  form 
themieives  (3 )  again,  but  were  as  often  broken  )  when  the  E-         (3)  This  is  in  a- 
nemy  on  the  Right  returned  to  their  Ground.  Here  it's  wor-     mther  Letter, 
thy  of  Remark,    fays  the  Writer ^  T'hat  tho  the  Weftern  Clans, 
and  Refioration  Regiment,  (  pnefo  caWdmade  up  of  Gentlemen  oj  Angus,    Mearns, 
Fife,  Perthshire,  &c.  )    being  the  Floiver  of  Mars  Army,  composed  this  Right  Wing, 
and  tho' he  himfelf.  General  Hiimiitoa  and  General    Gordon,    Glengary  and  other 
Heroes  ijcere  there  ;  yet  they  neither  attempted  to  diflurb  our  Left  in  the  Retreat,  nor  to 
charge  our  Right  in  thjRear,  but  retired  to  the  Top  of  a  Hill,  and  looked  on  whilft  their 
Lejt  was  cut  to  Pieces  by  a  Body  of  Troops  making  little  more  than  a  third  Part   of 
their  Number,     This  is  as  plain  an  Account:  of  ay2;^^«/^r  Providence   as   can  be  y 
and  may  we  not  fay.  It's  the  Doing  of  the  LORD  ? 

There  is  one  Thing  I  cannot  pafs  over,  which  is,  that  Good  Providence  pre** 
ferv'dtheLives  of  all  the  Volunteer  Noblemen  3.nd  Gentlemen,  who  were  in  tne  Heat 
of  the  Adion,  and  fairly  hazarded  themfelves  on  this  Occa- 
iion,  under  a  Captain  (4)  who  is  one  of  the  Shining  Patriots       (4)^:  c/RotheS. 
of  our  Nation,  and  our  Church. 

How  much  depended  on  this  one  Day's  Adion  !  Hoflilities  were  not  overiri 
the  one  Place,  when  they  were  in  hot  Action  in  the  other.  All  tiiat  we  had  was 
at  Stake.    Let  us  fuppofe^  the  Rebels  had  met  with  Succefs  here,  and  in  the 
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3mth,  wiut  a  rrightful  Scene  had  this  open'd  ?  What  Confufioiis  had  there 
been  thro' the  Nation  ?  Waat  flocking  oi  Pajjijls  from  Abroad?  What  Vio- 
lences had  been  committed,  and  Garments  roli'd  m  Blood  ?  But  when  the 
Advantage  was  caft  on  the  other  Side,  all  thofe  were  happily  prevented.  Are 
thefe  Fortuitous  Hits  and  Accidents  J  Or  the  Produciions  oFthe  Sready  and  Wife 
CoLinfels  of  He  A  V  EN  ?  T'he  Battel  is  not  to  the  Strong  :  It's  the  Hand  of 
GOD,  and  not  the  Power  or  Policy  of  Men  that  hath  done  this.  All  Men 
jnuft  be  forc'd  to  confefs,  if  they  give  their  Confciences  a  Hearing,  That  in 
all  the  Counfels,  Eilays  and  Adions  of  the  Enemy,  a  Divine  Hand  hath  vi- 
fibly  appeared  to  withlland  them,  and  they  have  otten  been  led  by  an  unfeen 
Power,  to  thefe  Meafures,  which  have  given  their  own  Caufe  the  fevereft 
Strokes.  This  is  evident  if  we  reflect  further  on  the  late  Viftories,  That,  that 
near  DuMain,  open'd  the  Eyes  of  the  Men  of  Senfe  among  them,  who  ob- 
ferv'd,  iince  they  could  neither  pafs  the  Forth,  nor  gain  the  Day  with  a  vaft 
Majority,  there  was  no  more  to  be  look'd  tor,  but  to  lay  dowisi  the  Cudgels  : 
And  for  ever  after  they  had  no  Heart  to  the  Caufe.  It  was  from  this  Quarter 
the  Propofal  of  Terms  came.  And  before  the  unthinking  Part  of  them  had  re- 
covered their  Spirits,  the  News  of  the  Defeat  of  their  Accomplices  reach'd 
Perth,  wh^  gave  Caufe  enough  to  difquiet,and  difturbthem  toPurpofe.  Had 
this  come  fingle,  it  had  not  given  fo  great  Surprife,but  on  the  Back  of  a  freih 
Difafter  to  their  Aftairs,it  muft  ftrike  thefe  to  the  Heart  who  had  the  Faith  to 
believe  it.  ''Tis  alfo  plain,  had  this  Piece  of  News  come  to  Perth  fooner  or  lat- 
er, it  had  not  been  of  that  Confequence  it  was  at  that  Time  :  If  much  later, 
a  fecond  Attempt  might  have  been  made  on  our  little  Army,2Lnd  the  apprehen- 
(ion  that  their  Friends  were  fucceflful  would  have  pufli'd  it  on ;  and,  'cis  cer- 
tain, the  Fate  of  War  is  very  dubious  j  But  now  our  Camp  had  no  more  View 
of  Difturbance  :  If  fooner,  it  might  have  caus'd  the  Enemy  ufe  more  Caution, 
'  sand  Stratagem,  which  either  might  have  been  attended  with  moreSuccefs  than 
what  they  had  in  the  late  Battel,  or  prevented  an  unhappy  Engagement,  which 
gave  the  decifive  Blow,  and  caufd  fo  great  a  Defertion,  that  there  was  little 
View  left  of  being  ever  fo  ftrong  as  before,  or  venturing  to  look  the  King's 
Forces  in  the  Face,  which  were  increaling  every  Day. 

By  the  one  and  the  other  Victory,  pafTing  the  Forth  about  Stirling  to  carry 
the  Rebellion  into  the  South,  became  a  Projed  ridiculous  and  impradicable  ; 
and  thereby  we  had  a  good  Profped  of  the  Peace  on  this  Side  Forth,  and  the 
other  Side  of  T'weed.  What  Joy  and  Sorrow  did  it  create,  as  Men  affeded,  to 
fee  the  Rebellion  dying  of  it's  mortal  Wounds,  receiv'd  in  one  Day  in  diftanc 
Places,  without  any  Concert,  except  what  Providence  had  laid,  perhaps  in 
View  to  fweeten  and  highten  the  Mercy  to  thofe  that  took  it  fo,  to  check 
the  Pride  ot  the  Rebels,  and  to  corred  the  Infolence  of  all,  who  refus'd  to  think 
themfelves  happy  thefe  many  Years  bygone  } 

We  mufi  not  forget.  That  King  George  His  Arms  under  the  Condud  of 

the  Earl  oi  Sutherland  were  alfo  Blefs'd  with  Succefs,  in  the  Nothern  Parts  of 

^"   '   "  "  the 
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tht  Kingdom,  much  about  the  Time  of  the  late  Vidoriest  which  gave  a  new 
Grief  and  Joy  (i).The  City  oi  Liver nefswsis  regained,  and  a  fcrong  Garifon  put 
into  it.  The  Importance  of  this  Place  to  the  Rekis  will  not  be  doubted  %, 
fince,  had  they  kept  this  Pafs  in  their  Hands,  it  would 
have  open'd  a  free  Communication  betwixt  the  Rebels  3it  (i)  On  the  nth 
Perth,  and  fome  confiderable  Clans  in  that  Part ;  But  this  be-  November  Inver- 
ing  fhut  up,  it  for  ever  prevented  the  Views  of  Supplies  nefs  was  re-taken 
to  Perth,  when  there  was  no  eafy  Retreat  feen  Home  in  Cafe  and  other  Places 
o^  Maleheurs;^nd  it  obliged  many  to  return  Home  to  fometi?neaJter.  See 
their  own  Country  as  well  as  they  could,  who  never  were  the  Invernefs  li- 
able to  do  any  Tnmg  againfi:  the  King's  Arms,  tho'  there  drefs. 
were  many  Boa'fts  of  their  Succefs. 

This  continual  Series  of  Succefs  againfi:  thofe  who  Tiad  the  fulleft  Hopes 
of  it,  but  never  found  it,  except  where  it  proved  their  After-ruin,  or  made 
their  Fall  to  be  the  greater,  is  truly  furprifing ;  and  by  what  I  have  yet  obfer- 
ved,all  Things  gave  Way  to  th^  Delign  of  Mercy  to  us.  And  by  this  Time  I 
am  perfwaded  you  have  been  taken  with  an  uncommon  Deligiit,  when  yoii 
have  feen  the  L  o  r  d's  Working  for  us.  What  Satisfadion  does  it  give  to  trace 
the  Footfteps  of  GOD  in  thefe  pleafant  Paths  of  Mercy  and  Salvation,  where^ 
in  he  hath  at  this  Time  walked !  I  know,  you  take  no  moFe  Pleafure  in  the 
Miferies  of  our  Feilow-fubjeds  than  I  do  ,•  and  I  believe,  we  both  could  have 
wifli'd  there  had  none  of  them  been  heard  of  at  this  Time  :  So  in  all  our  Joys 
for  the  common  Saftty  we  abftrad  from  thofe  Things  which  are  Melancholy^ 
or  Kuinous  to  our  Country. 

After  all  thofe  Smiles  of  Heaven,  we  were  ready  to  believe  the  Rebellion  was 
at  an  End,  and  th^t  the  Pretender  would  never  attempt  to  land  in  Britain. 
We  heard  of  a  great  Defertion  of  the  Rebels  from  Perth, 
and  that  two  ohhe  Heads  of  the  moft  confiderable  Clans  (2  J         (2)  Marque fs  of 
had  gone  Home  with  their  Men,  who  were  lince  on  Terms     Huntly  and  Earl 
of  Submiflion,    and  that  feveral  others  of  Note  went  oft^     c/Seafbrth.     '^ 
giving  up  the  Caufe  as  loft.     Ail  was  in  perfed    Tranqui-* 
lity   in  Britain   on   this  Side  Forth,    and   no  Preparations  Abroad  for  an  In- 
valion. 

When  his  Affairs  were  look'd  on,  equally  as  defperate  as  bad,  th^  Preten- 
der hnded  in  Scotia. d(^}.  This  opened  a  New  Scene  of 
Providences ;  for  hereby  GOD  (hew^d  us  his  Favour  was  ftill  (3  J  December 
toward  us.  The  vai/i  Confidences  of  the  Rebels  became  as  22^,  he  landed  at: 
Wind,  and  their  repeated  Lies  of  old  and  of  late,  were  de-  Peterhead,  be- 
tedted.  Let  me  begin  with  the  firft,  and  fo  go  for-  north  Aberdeen, 
ward. 

There  could  not  be  any  Thing  more  unluckily  tim'd  for  the  Pretenderh  Af- 
fairs than  his  arrival :  For,  to  what  I  have  already  obferv'd,  we  may  add. 
That  the  Dutch  Succours  ftipulated  in  the  Treaty  ofGuarrantee  for  the  Protefiant 
Succeffiony  were  all  within  a  Day  01  two  Days  March,  at  moft  of  the  Camp  at 

C  a  Stirling^ 


Stirl'ingy   about   the  Time   the   Pretender  came   to    Schoou 
(^i)  About  the    (ij,  the  King's  Forces  in  Scotland  were  more  than  a  Match 
pth     oj   January     for  the  il^Wj,  and  could  fcon  be  brought  together.     If  the 
lyid.  Enemy  flagger'd  before,  and  run  away  when  far   more  nu- 

merous, we  had  Tome.  Aflurance  they  would  fall  at  our  Feet, 
or  run  quite  out  oi:  the  Field  on  an  Appearance  of  the  King's  Troops.  If  the 
Jacclftte  Caufe  was  defperate  before,  as  to  thinkmg  Men  it  was  apparent  on 
the  Battel  o(  S/miff-mcor,  it  muft  have  been  Edthupijm  avA  Lunacy  to  expect 
Succefs  now  :  Ftom  whence  iome  concluded.  There  was  an  Infatuation  horn 
Frovidencey  that  run  thro'  the  whole  of  this  Rebellion.  It  began  out  of  Seafon, 
King  George  was  Eftablifh'd  on  the  Throne;  it  was  declared  out  of  Sea- 
fon,  juft  as  the  News  oftneir  Patron's  Death  came  among  them  :  The  Rebels 
came  from  Perth  to  pafs-  Forth  out  of  Seafon,  when  their  Aflociates  were  fur- 
rounded  by  the  King's  Troops  in  the  South-.  The  two  Heads  o^  the  Clans  in  the 
_  North  went  to  relieve  their  Friends  out  of  Seafon  :  And  laft 

(i)  We  had  of  all  the  Pretender  arrives  out  of  Seafon  (2^:,  When  nothing 
been threatnd With  could  be  done  for  him,  he  came  to  fee,  and  fhare.  in  the, 
his  Invading  of  us  Difgrace  Providence  would  pour  on  his  Followers.  Had 
ever  fince  ift  Au-  he  landed  at  Montrofe  in  the  Middle  or  End  of  Ociober  laft^it 
guft  1715.  And  might  have  flufli'd  his  Party  :  But  now  it  muft  do  them 
hetvuixt  that  and  no  Service,  but  bring  the  fpeedier  Ruin  on  them.  You  re- 
Decem.  he  came  member,  the  Government  was  tor  allowing  the  B^els  no 
in  the  tnofl  unfea  Refpite  now,  for  Fear  of  Back-blows  from  Abroad  So  that 
finable  lime  for  Providence  fruftrated  all  the  Ends  of  his  coming  here  by  the 
himfelf  Unfeafonablenefs  of  it.     And  it  argues  a  great  Weaknefs  in 

the  Pretender y  and  his  Councils^  if  he  have  any,  thus  to  mif- 
time  fo  great  a  Step,  when  Ignorance  of  our  Afeirs  cannot  be  pretended  to 
be  the  Cafe  :  But  I  forget  my  felf  and  what  I  faid  before  to  you,  the  Oppo- 
fers  of  our  Peace  zvi6.  Religion y  have  often  been  led  by  an  unfeen  Power y  to  thefe 
Meafures,  which  have  given  their  own  Caufe  the  feverelt  Strokes  y  as,  I  am 
fure,  it  happen'd  here. 

Bi.t  then,  if  we  look  to  the  vain  Confidences  of  the  Jacobites,  we  will  be  ready 
to  imagine  them  as  crazy  as  a  Don  Quixot.  We  faw  the  gre.^teft  Vanity  in  that 
.  Party  iinaginable ,-  they  often  aded,  and  alv/ays  talked,  as  they  had  not  been  of 
the  Rational  Kind  :hv\t  now  theirHopes  have  all  deceiv'd  them,  who  before  never 
.  doubted  of  the  Event.  How  often  did  they  look  on  us  as  their  Prey!  Whatfea- 
fonable  Checks  did  Providence  give  to  their  Pride  !  Yet  the  old  Humour  reviv'd 
.  again,  and  grew  high  on  the  Pretende/s  coming  among  theni,  tho'  he  came  na- 
kedjand  there  were  nogreat  Hopes  of  Succours  t-o  follow,  yet  they  were  as  much 
lifted  up,  as  the  Day  had  now  been  their  own.  If  we  loOlc  into  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Epifcopal  Minifters  of  the  Synod  ot  Aberdeen^  we  will  fee  aV  a  n  i  t  y  that  is 
unparallei'd ;  they  had  the  Simplicity  to  flatter  them-felves  and  their  Party, 
That  their  Caufe  was  in,  the  Way  of  Succefs  more  now  than  ever,  imagining, 
agaiult  gUcommQaObfervauon^  That  Gq,d  w*i$  in  their.  Intereft  from  this 
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one  Inilance,  T'he  Prefende/s  Arrival  in  Scotland.  Nothing  but  a  ptofiifc 
yANI^Ty  not  to  lay,  a  Fondnefs  of  a  bad  Caiile,  could  have  imbai-ked  thefe 
Men  {o  eaiily,  and  fo  early  in  it ;  and  now  fo  openly  caus'dtlicm  to  declare 
themfeives.,  v/hen  it  was  really  defperate.  It  feems  the  lignal  Succciies  which 
had  check'd  the  Progrefs  cf  tne  Rebellion,  were  not  ihcn  by  them.  Providence 
left  them  to  give  the  Gcveniment  a  Handle  to  prevent  their  difturbmg  our 
Church  and  State,  as  they  had  done  formerly  :  Bi.t  more  of  ;his  in  its  proper 
Place.  This  vam  Temper  has  been  the  Plague  of  :he  Party  thefe  many  Years, 
and  It  is  Uke  to  be  fatal  to  many  oftliem  now.  You  may  remember  what 
Heights  it  came  to  of  late,  which  fome  thought  portended  a  dreadful  Fall; 
and  when  the  ftt  Time  for  Providence  to  work  came,  they  were  folded  together 
as  T'hornesy  and  drunken  as  Drunkards :  Their  vain  Hopes  evanifh'd  with 
their  Flight  from  Perth,  of  which  afterwards. 

We  may  alio  obferve.  That  Time  and  the  vifible  HandofG  0  D,  have  fully 
baffl'd  all  their  Lies,  as  well  as  their  vain  Dreams  :  For  fome  of  which  they 
pay'd  dear  at  the  Battel  of  Sheriff-moor .  Providence  made  Ufe  of  that,  which 
they  reckoned  a  Part  of  their  Support,  to  help  to  bring  on  their  Ruin:  VVas 
there  any  Thing  more  comm.on  among  them,  than  that  fome  of  the  King's 
Troops  would  come  over  to  them  ?  Yet,  on  that  Wing,  where,  it  wasTaid  by 
them,  their  Strength  lay,  was  their  Scourge,  and  thefe  they  tiufted  ia 
contributed  much  to  the  Vidory  of  that  Day  :  All  that  the  Lie  did,  was, 
it  made  more  Severity  to  be  us^d,  than  perhaps  had  been  otherwife.  And  it 
was  faid,Thefe  Men  who  were  belied,fufficiently  wip'd  oft'  the  Afperfion  with  the 
Edge  of  their  Swords.  Next,  As  for  that  plump  Lie  their  General  is  faid  to 
have  made  in  a  fet  Speech  to  his  Men,  a  little  before  the  faid  Battel,  That  their 
Partifans  in  England  had  met  with  great  Succefs  there  :  It  was  fo  well  contradic-* 
ted  not  long  after,  that  Providence  us'd  it  almoft  to  fink  their  Spirits. 

We  werealfo  deafn'd  with  large  Boafls  of  Supplies  from  Abroad,  after  the* 
.Pretender's  landing;  when  none  appeared  except  a  few  Stragglers,  whodream'^d 
to  have  made  their  Fortunes,  it  did  fink  them  quite.  ''Tis  tx\xt,Lies  fometimes 
.have  fupported  a  bad  Caufe  ;  but  it  is  moft  ilrange  they  never  did  fo  here,  but 
always  gave  it  a  new  Wound. 

There  are  two  o/W^r  LzVj- cf  the  Fa^ion  of  late  fully  deteded,  which  may 
for  ever  put  them  to  Silence,  and  Ihope  have  a  good  Infiuence  on  all  that  have 
the  lead  Regard  for  their  Religion  and  Country,  and  are  not  ftill  credulous  ovec 
the  Belly  of  Light  and  Expedience. 

You  will  'dVoN  me  to  mention  them  here,fince  the  Pretender's  being  among  us 
has  difcover'd  them  to  us.  The  fifi  is.  That  the  Pretender  would  becorne  Protef- 
tant,  and  take  the  Oaths  to  maintain  that  Religion.  I  will  ovvne,  this  had  been 
good  Policy  to  have  done  it,  when  he  was  in  the  North.  Then  was  die  pro- 
per Seafon :  Did  he  do  it?  No  ;  I  believe,  none  will  have  the  Face  to  fay.  He 
declared  himfelf  Prsteflant,  or  was  willing  to  f wear  to  it.  Either  this  muft  have 
been  a  needlefs  Argument  to  his  Followers,  or  he  never  had  a  Mind  to  do  it. 
I  will  not  prQtend  to  tell  you,  whether  bi§  becoming  i^m^y?^/^^  was  ever  pro- 

pos^'d^ 


pos'd  ;  or  if  it  was^  whether  it  was  abfolutely  refused  :  But  I  believe,  it  will 
be  found,  he  flill  kept  up  Lhlatrom   Mafs,  and  made  a  full  ProfeiTion  of  his 
Principles,  when  Occaiion  ofier'd,  and    thereby  held  his  good  Opinion   iliU  up 
,amoii^-  the  Papifis;  I  am  forry,  1  can  add,  and  among  thofe  cali'd  Protejiams 
too.     It  was  his  chief  Care  not  to  oii'end  the/;/?,  as  he  did  not   do   the  lafl. 
If  we  may  judge  by  a  printed  Paper  (i)  at  Perth  m  Jan- 
(i)  T^he  miferable     uary  lail:.     In  one  of  his  Declarations  fome  Time  ago,  he   let 
State  o/Scociand.     the  World  know,  he  would  not  turn  Proteftanty  which,  I  re- 
member, was  much  commended  by  fome  ;  In  his  late  Prac- 
tice he  confirm'd  it.  ^  It  mull:  be  own/d,  he  has  oblerv'd  King  James  the   yth's 
"  Advice  left  him  in  Writing,  when  dying,  Be  a  worthy  Child  of  the  RomijhChurch  ,• 
Let  no  Humane  Confiderations  of  what  Nature  foever  draw  you  from    it.    And   the 
fure  Indications  of  his  own  Nature  put  it  out  of  Di(pute,That  he  has  no  Love 
to  our  Religion,  but  an  urter  Averfion. 

I  hope,  none  will  be  deluded  with  this  Lie  any  more.     They  muft  be   very 
fimple  People  that  will  be  deceived  again.     Providence  feems  to    be  beginning 
of  late  to  deliver  feverals  irom  thisMind  Cheat:    May  it  deliver  us  all  forever  ! 
Some  have   long  enough   made  Lies  their  Refuge,  and  hid-- 
(i)  If.   28.  15.       den    themfelves  under  Faljhcods^i).  The  other  Z?>,  of  an  old 
Date  aifo,  is,  7'he  only  Way  to  deliver   m  from  Slavery  and 
'Tyranny,  woi  to  receive  and  imhrace  the  Pretender.     I  do  not   now  confider   the 
Ireafon  ot  this,  but  the  Faljhood  of  it.    Was  there  ever  more  Tyranny,  than  his 
Caufe  was,  fet  up  ?  Could  any  Man,  within   his   Followers  Power,  call   any 
Thing  he  had  his  own  ?     This  Nation  cannot  eafily  forget,  how  it  was  treat- 
ed of  late,  where  their  Arbitrary  Power  reach'd.     No  lefs  than  fix  ShiUings  in 
the  Pound,  was  laid  on  their  Friends,   and  twelve  Shillings  on  fuch  as   con- 
-tinu'd  in  their  Loyalty  to  King  George;  the  heaviell:  Tax  ^r/>/2/>/ ever  knew  : 
If  we  add  to  this,  the  Meall  and  the  Corn  which  was  alfo  laid  on,  tite  Cafe 
is  flill  v/orfe,  and  nothing  left    behind  to   the  Proprietars  !     If  there  was,  it 
was  fure  to  be  taken  away  by  their  frequent  Robberies    and  Plunders  they 
committed  where  ever   they  came :     And  if  we   yet  want- 
(i)  One  oftheori-     ed   a  Proof  of  their  Tyranny,  we  had  it  in  January  laif, 
gin al  Orders  woi     when  by  tiie  Pretender's  (i)  Orders,  feveral   Villages    and 
pund  ^^Tullibar-     Houfes  near  to  Perth  were  burnt  down,  and  the  poor  Inhabi- 
dint  by  our  Troops,     tants  thrown  out  to  the  Snow,  to  perifh,  in  a  more   rigor- 
dated  i']]2in.  1^16     ous  Seafon  than  was  feen  here  thefe  many  Years.     As  thofe 
Meafures  ihew'd  a  great  Deal  of  Barbarity,  fo  they  gave  U5 
a  Proof  of  the   Pretender's   Spirit,   and  a  Tafte   of  what   we    had  to  exped 
from-  him,  and  thofe  Men,  who  had  no  Regard   to  Pity,  or    Companion  on 
their  Fellow-Creatures.     The  poor   People    were  not  only  call  out  of  their 
Dwellings,  but  left  to  dio.  with  Famine,  in  a  Country  already  exhaufted,  their 
Corns  being  alfo  burnt  in  their  Yards  and  Barns;  &  had  not  our  Noble  General 
(hew^d  a  more  Chriftian  Spirit,  and  relieved  thefe  poor  Creatures,  that   were* 
burnt  out  of  all  they  had,  tliere's  no  Doubt,  many  of  them  muft  have  ftarv'd  : 

For 
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For,you  rcmcmber^we  heard^he  order 'd  leverai  hundred  Bolls  of  Meal;, which  the 
Rebels  left  at  Perth,  when  they  hea  thence,  to  be  diflributed  among  them.  Tne 
only  Pretence  tor  ail  this  Cruelty  was.  It  was  necedary  to  hinder  the  March  of 
the  Kings  Troop  to  Perth.  But  he  is  ibon  deceived,  who  imagines  this  could 
any  Way  impede  it ;  if  he  conliders,  our  Army  had  fevcral  Days  Proviiions 
with  them  ;  that  none  oi  tne  Houfes  burnt  down  could  have  been  much  ule-« 
ful  for  the  Horfe,  and  that  the  Army  march'd  moft  in  the  Night  by  Moon- 
Light,  which  was  necellkry  in  fo  cold  Weather,  to  keep  them  in  Temper  ^  and,  ' 
it's  certain,  had  the  Towns  and  Villages  not  been  burnt,  our  Army  was  not 
to  depend  on  the  Ufe  of  them.  So  that  we  have  this  open  and  needlefs  Piece 
of  Tyranny  for  ever  to  keep  us  from  being  deceiv'd  with  fome  Mens  Mercy 
and  Meeknefs.  I  hope,  we  fhall  no  more  be  gull'd  with  fair  Words  that  figni^ 
fie,  when  put  to  the  Trial,  Bigotry  and  Tyyanny, 

W^hat  can  be  expeded  from  an  Hafael  when  once  in  Arms,but  fetting  Fire  to 
our  Houfes,  roaftmg  (ome  to  Death,  and  ftarving  others  ?  Who,  tho'  they  had 
their  Lives  fpar'd,  yet  they  had  nothing  left  them  to  fupport  Nature.  The 
cruel  Duke  of  Alva,  after  he  had  burnc  People  out  of  their  Houfes,  faid,  when 
fome  Viduals  were  asked  of  him  for  them,  77V  he  promised  to  give  them  their 
'Lives,  yet  he  did  not  fromife  to  give  them  Meat.  It's  eafy  to  guefs  what  had  be-* 
come  of  many  of  our  poor  People,  if  Providence  had  not  feafonably  relieved 
them  as  you  heard  above. 

I  know  no  other  remarkable  Thing  the  Pretender  did  here,  except  it  was  to 
tell  his  Friends,  that  they  could  expert  no  Supplies  from  Abroad  ;  and  if  any 
of  his  Followers  before  would  not  believe  it,  he  came  himfelf  without  Men  or 
AfTiflance  to  them,  to  Ihew  and  delare  it,  nay  gave  it  them 
under  his  ownHand  (i).  He  neither  brought  Men  with  him,        (^i)Lett.  toGen-^ 
nor  headed  thofe  he  had  here  j  he  neither  attempted  to  fight,     Gordon, 
nor  flayed  lo  do   it,  but   wept  and   went   off.     Providence     (2)  to  28  and  29 
made  uie  of  this  to  a  total  Difperfion  of  the  Rebels,  without     J'dn.theRearofour 
offering  to  draw  a  Sword  w^hen  ever  the  King's  (2)  Troops     Army  march' d from 
were  on  their  March  towards  Perth,  and  appeared  ferious  a     Stirl.   the  Rebels 
fecond  Time.     Thus  3,  Reb'ellion,  which  made  a  very  great    fied from  F&rth'^o, 
Noife  Abroad  and  at  Home,  made  its  Exit   without   any         (3)  AUuJton  to 
Difficulty.     How  wQicc  they   brought    into  Defolation    as  in    a     PfaL']^.  19* 
Moment,  they  were  utterly  confumsd  with  Terrors  (3), 

It  cannot  but  ^ivq  a  great  Sarisfadion  to  all  true  Scot  s-M  e  n,  to  think 
the  Rebellion  ended  fo  pleafantly  without  Blood  ;  It  went  away  as  eafily  as  the 
late  fevere  Frofl  did  :  Both  kind  Difpenfations  in  their  feveral  Degrees!  As 
we  are  out  of  the  Fear  of  a  Rebellion,  io  we  are  eas'd  of  that  of  a  Famine  m  the 
Way  we  look'd  for  it  :  There  is  no  Interruption  can  now  be  giv'n  to  the 
tilling  of  the  Ground.  It  was  not  long  ago  much  fear'd,there  would  be  a  Stop 
put  to  the  Labour  in  many  Places.  Our  Provifions  are  not  only  kept  from 
thofe  that  would  devour  them,  but  we  have  the  Hope  of  a  Crop  which  we 
•         •  thought 
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thought  to  have  wanted  in  many  Parts  ot  the  Country.    We  now  expeS:  GOD 
unll  jet  fatisfie  the  Poor,  nay  all  tne  Land,  vjith  Bread. 

Tho'fome  may  have  diiierent  Thoughts  from  me  in  feveral  of  the  former  or 

fubfequent  Particulars  j  yet  I  am  perflvaded,  the  preventing    the   Efiuiion    of 

more  Chnjlian  Bloody    even    that    ot   our  Country-Men,  mull:  be  e/leem'd    a 

great  Favour  of  Heaven^  as,  I  am  fure,  it  will  be,  by  all  that  love  the  Peace  of 

Britain.     Can  we  forbear  to  obferve,  That  God  has  been  liberal  of  Mercy,  but 

/paring  ot  Blood  ?  What  hath  God  nj^r  ought  for  m  \  So  many  Mercies  without  a 

Stroke  !  without  the   roring    of  Canons,  the  Devaftation  o£  Countries,  the 

Razing  ofCitys,or  laying  them  in  Heaps  of  RubbifhlO  the  une\pe6ted  Good- 

nefs  of  G  o  D  !  V/e  have  Mercies  at  a  chape  Rate.     Providence  gave  them   fo 

to  inhanfe  the  Favour,  and  at  once  to  keep   us   no  longer  in  Pain/    When 

News  came  to  Rome  of  Germaniciis  his  defperate  Sicknefs,  it  flruck  the   People 

to  the  Heart :  But  when  the  Report  of  his  Recovery  was   heard,  the   People 

run  to  the  Capitol^  and  filled  the  City  with  Acclamations  of  Joy,  crying  out, 

Salua  Civitas,     Salva    P atria,  Salvus    Germanicus  fi)i  The 

(i)  Sweton,         Certainty  of  a  good  liTue    being  put   to   the  late  Rehelliony 

may  raile"  in  all  People  great  Joy,  and  we   may  truly  fay, 

IStow  our  Cities   are  fafey  our  Cov  NrKih,  o;/r  Ch  ur c  h  and  our  King  are 

all  f of  el 

Few  could  have  dream'd  of  this,  at  leail,  that  it  would  be  fo  foon,  a  few 
Months  ago,  when  we  had  four  terrible  J/^iews  o^  the  Rebellion:  It  was  hatched  fo 
long  we  could  not  tell  where,  or  when  it  began  :Tt  was  laid  fo  deep,  we  could 
not  fee  where,or  when  it  would  end: It  was  blown  up  with  an  implacable  Malice 
and  Revenge:  As  it  began  without  the  leafl  Provocation,  (for  no  Single  In- 
ilance  can  be  aflign'd  of  Hardfhip.or  Oppreilion  iince  King  George  came  to 
the  Throne)  (o  it  was  carry "d  on  without  the  lead  Signs  of  Repentance,or  any 
Alloy  of  Pity  to  our  poor  Country.  And,  in  the  lafl  Place,  It  looked  very  like 
a  Punifhment  for  our  Sins,  efpecially  our  Ingratitude  for  our  Civil  and  Sacred 
Privileges.  This  was  the  mofl:  terrible  plew  of  the  RelftlUon  to  many  ;  and  if 
Providence  had  put  the  Rod  in  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies,  no  Man  doubted  oi: 
the  Severity  would  attend  it.  Some  of  themfelves  boafted  what  they  would 
do,  and  we,  on  good  Grounds,fear'd  the  laft  Extremities,  and  that  their  Words 
would  have  been  no  Lie  in  this  Cafe. 

But  now  with  what  Joy  do  we  look  on  the  happy  Conclufion  of  the  late  Trou- 
bles? A  terrible  Rebellion  hides  it  felf  in  Shame  and  Sorrow  !  We  have  feen  it  at 
this  Time,  and  often  before,  that  no  Man  can  certainly  guefs  Events  from  the 
Sinfulnefs  of  a  People  :  Lideed  we  had  Reafon  to  fear  the 
(2J  yud.  10.  13.  worfl,  and  God  might  have  faid  to  us,  I -will  deliver  you 
no  more  (2).  But  God  has  fhew^'d  us  Mercy, and  not  Wrath j 
and  till  this  Minute,  Heaven  has  been  fo  partial  in  our  Favours, 
that  it  has  never  fruflrated  our  Hopes  j  nay  far  exceeded  them,  tho'  it  many 
Times  difappointed  our  Fears^  and  at  laft  it  has  njade  them  all  evanifh. 

Hereby 
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Hereby  there  is  giv'n  us  the  Hope  of  feeing  the  Peace  Ot  the  Kingdom 
totally  reftor'd  ;  nay,  a  Pleafant  Profped  of  the  Continuance  of  Peace  and 
Truth  among  us  -,  and  alfo,  that  God  will  yet  be  a  Defence  for  the  Proteftant 
Religion  in  Britain  :  But  I  referve  the  fuller  Confideration  of  this  to  the  lafl 
Place,  and  fhall,/r/?,  take  Notice  of  fome  few  Steps  more  o^  Providence^hithct-* 
to  omitted,  which,  tho'  fome  may  think  of  no  great  Moment  ;  yetj  as  they 
are  not  impertinent  to  our  Purpofe,  fo  they  ought  not  to  be  forgotten. 

You  can  eafily  obferve,  I  have  only  opened  to  you  the  great  Providences  that 
promis'd  Succefs  to  us,  and  the  breaking  of  Jacobite  Plots  in  Time  to  come  : 
I  had  it  always  in  my  Eye  to  point  out  the  Steps  which  led  to  this.  All  a- 
long  I  kept  thisThreed  without  deviating  from  the  main  Sub jed:  I  am  now  to 
notice  the  Incidental  Providences,  which  happen^'d  in  the  Time  of  the  Rebellion^ 
tho'  fome  of  them  had  little  Influence,  and  others  none  at  all,  on  the  happy 
Iflue  of  it.  You  will  exped  I  Ihould  begin  firfl  with  thofe  Things  which  had 
fome  In6uence  towards  our  Peace. 

The  Confufion  of  the  Rebels  Counfels  appears  in  may  inftances  ;  the  EngUJby 
who  join'd  the  Scots  at  Kelfo,  hearing  that  the  King's  Forces  were  marching 
with  all  Expedition  againft  them,  run  into  different  Opinions ;  fome  were 
for  penetrating  into  England  to  gather  Strength  i  (ome  for  encamping  among 
the  Hills  at  a  niirrow  Pafs,  where  Horfe,  of  which  the  King's  Troops  con- 
(ifted,  could  do  no  Service,  and  if  they  were  attacked  on  Foot,  they  would  be 
Mafters,  as  thofe  faid  :  But  others  were  for  attacking  the  King's  Army  at 
Stirling,  and  for  taking  your  Town,  as  it  was  faid,  in  their  Way  :  And  af- 
ter they  had  gathered  up  their  Friends  about  you,  then  to  march  on.  The 
two  firft  Projects  were  laid  afide  to  follow  this ;  but 
when  their  advanced  Guard,  as  I  was  informed  from  your  (i)  Eccksfeckin, 
Side,  came  within  about  12  Miles  of  you  (i) ;  having  In- 
telligence that  you  were  refolute  to  defend  your  Town  againft  them;  and  con- 
fidering  well,  there  was  not  a  Man  they  could  expeft  more  in  your  Country, 
the  Project  broke  up,  and  a  great  Defertion  began,  and  the  remaining  Body 
flung  it  felf  into  England,  I  fhall  not  infill  more  on  this  Story,  fince  you 
know  it  better  than  I  do  -,  but  fhall  only  obferve.  It  appears,  their  Counfels 
were  no  Way  laid  before  they  met  together,  and  Providence  would  not  let  their 
different  Humors  jump  at  this  Time,  but  fo  divided  them  further,  that  it 
heighcenM  their  common  Danger,  and  haflen'd  their  Ruin. 

I  cannot  pafs  over  the  Divifions  at  Perth  :  'Tis  true,  we  know  not  all  of 
them  :  But  it's  certain,  there  were  fo  many  Difgufls  taken  at  Mars  bad  Con- 
dud  at  the  Battel  of  Dunblain,  that  his  Party  dwindi'd  thereupon,  and  his 
Credit  v/as  funk  in  a  great  Meafure  ;  and  particularly,  it's  faid,  T'hat  the  twa 
Heads  of  the  Clans,  who  left  him  a  little  after,  did  plainly  and  fully  condemn  hi& 
Management  to  his  Face  \  and  Difcontents,  and  the  Thoughts  of  their  being  better 
imploy'd  at  Home,  made  them  withdraw  their  Men  and  march  North-ward. 

You  know,  the  Prvtejiants  in  Ireland  are  furrounded  with  unequal  Numbers 
of  Pa^Sj  who  h^ve  on  all  Occafions  fhew'd  themfelves  Enemies  to  our  Con-* 

T>  fiitutiorif 
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flitution  ;  the  unhappy  and  unnatural  Divifionsy  have  of  late  Years  been  fatally 

.  fomented  even  amdng  the   Proteftants  ot  that    Kingdom,  as  well   as  of  His 

Majestie's  Other  Dommions  (i).  It  will  not  be  doubt- 

(i)  SeeAddrefs  ed,  but  the  commor.  Enemy  fupported  themfelves  very  much 
Houfe  oj 'Commons  on  thefe  Views,,  and  expeded  a  Flame  in  Ireland,  as  well  as 
in  Ireland,  De-  here  :  The  Proteflant  Parliament  there  fhew'd  an  uncom- 
cember  171 5.  mon  Zeal  at  this  Time,  as  may   be  feen   in  their   Refohes, 

Addreffesy  and  Acls,  which  intirely  fecur'd  the  Peace  of  that 
Nation,  and  cut  oft' all  the  Hopes  of  the  A^Wj- from  thence.  It  muft  be  ac-< 
knowledgU  no  lefs  than  the  Finger  oj  GOD  is  to  be  feen  herein  :  In  all  the 
Times  of  our  Flames,  not  the  leaft  Smoke  there,  nor  Appearance  of  it  :  In 
all  their  Comifels,Refolution  and  Unanimity;  in  the  Government, Steadinefs 
and  not  one  to  fet  up  the  Pretender's  Interefl  in  that  Nation,  This  made  them 
abk  to  fpare  us  feveral  Regiments,  which,  as  fome  boafted,  would  foon  be 
order'd  back  again  j  but  we  have  feen  this  fail,  as  many  other  Things  many 
were  afraid  of.  In  the  next  Place,  Not  a  few  were  concerned,  left  the  late 
fevere  Froft-fnould  break,  before  the  Deiigns  laid  at  Stirling,  in  Obedience  to 
the  King's  Orders,  could  be  executed,  which  was,  %  put  afpeedy  End  to  the 
Rebellion,  It's,  plain,  If  it  had  been  a  Thaw  in  the  latter  End  of  January,  the 
March  of  our  Troops  had  been  retarded  for  fome  Time.  It  was  obferv^i  by 
feyerals.  That,  tho'  the  Frofl  went  off  in  other  Parts  much  fooner  than  here 
as  particularly  in  the  Sound  near  Copenhagen,  as  far  North  as  we  are,  yet  it  con* 
tinu'd  with  us,  which  haften^d  the  March  of  our  Army,  and  carry 'd  them  the 
length  of  Aberdeen,  and  then  it  broke  and  went  ofJ'.  Nor  were  the  Days  and 
Nights  fo  fevere  during  their  March,  as  they  had  been  formerly  :  But  we  had 
4  or  5  Days  as  pleafant  Winter  Weather,  as  could  be  expeded  then  :  And 
tho"*  the  Rebels,  by  burning  out  poor  Creatures,aim'd  thereby  to  put  a  Stop  to 
the  King's  Forces  coming  near  them.,  yet  this  could  not  impede  their  March 
fo  much,  if  any  Way  at  all,  as  the  Break  'of  a  Storm  at  that  Time  would  have 
done.  We  had,  you  will  allow,  a  Specimen  of  that  Kindnefs  that  would 
perfed  the  Work  it  began,  without  ^iVm^  that  Interruption  to  it  which  might 
have  been  expected,  confidering  the  Seafon  of  the  Year. 

Hereby  the  Hopes  of  the  Rebels  were  all  blafled  at  once,  they  reckon^'d  the 
Severity  cf  the  Weather,  and  the  deep  Snows  a  Part  of  their  Security  -,  the 
March  of  an  Army  being  thought  impradticable  while  the  Frofl  coatinu'd; 
and  it's  not  improbable,  they  expected  fome  Supphes  from  Abroad,  and  fome 
happy  Jundure  for  their  Affairs  againft  the  Spring,  and  fo  wifn'd,  as  well  as 
we,  the  Continuance  of  the  Storm  :  But  what  they  reckoned  their  great  Ad- 
vantage, prov'd  their  greateft  Confufion. 

Some  have  taken  Notice,  That  they,  who  made  many  ffeefrom  their  Houf^s  ^ 
and  Home,  are  now  become  Refagees  themfelves,  7'hey  fpoil-' 

(2)  Hab,  2.  8.     ed  others,  and  are  fpoifd  themfelves  (2).     Divines    fay.  Mm 

may  read  their  Sin  in  their  Punijhment.     Thefe  who  broke.the 

Peace  of  5r/m//;,  at  die  fame  Time  broke  theuQwn  Peace,  which  is  uot  like 
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to  be  reflor'd  fo  foon  as  ours  was.    Their  Fall  and  Flight  caiTy'd  with  them 
all  their  Supporters  and  Props,  Root  and  Branch,  and  has  put  them  in  Adoni-* 
jab's  and  his  Fellow-confjpirators  Cafe  (i),  to  flee  here  and 
there,  not  knowing  where  to  lay   their  Head.     And  even       (i)   i   Kings  i. 
thefe,who  have  got  Abroad,  are  not  like  to  have  Reft,  if  we 
may  judge  of  Events  by  the  State  of  Ahairs  there. 

'Tis  alfo  obfervable.  That  none  of  the  Ministers  of  the ,  Efial^lijh'd 
Church  0/ Scotland,  nor  any  of  the  People  oi  her  Principles,  that,  ever  I 
could  hear  of,  encourag'd  or  abated  the  Rebellion.  It  is  true,  (ome  lioneft  Men 
might  be  fore 'd  out  againft  their  Wilis,  and  Tome  unthinking  People  ingage  in 
it,  who  perhaps  proiefs  to  be  of  our  Church  :  But  I  never  heard  of  any,who 
gave  any  dired:  Incouragement  to  it^  were  violent  for'it,  or  did  not  foon  re- 
pent their  Compliance,  tho'  forced  to  it.  If  any  Minifters,  fettl'd  fince  the 
late  AB  of  Patronages  took  Place,  have  comply ''d  with  the  Rekls,  it  is  not  to 
be  wonder'd,  if  thefe  who  came  in  over  the  Inclinations  of  the  Presbytery ^  and 
were  not  at  firft  of  Presbyterian  Principles j  fhould  go  along  with  their  Patrons, 
The  Earl  of  Panmuire  had  about  53  Churches  in  his  own  Gift.  The  Jacobite 
Maflers  of  the  College  of  Aberdeen^  are  Patrons  of  many,  and  the  late  Earl  *of 
Mar  of  feveral  more.  By  this  the  World  may  judge,  if  any  have  creep'd  in, 
who  were  not  of  our  Church  in  their  Principles,  and  afterwards,  in  the  Time 
of  the  late  Troubles  fliew^d  what  they  were,  that  our  Church  can  receive  no 
Blot  from  them.  I  do  hear  of  one  who  kept  the  Thankfgiving  for  the  Pre-' 
tender's  Arrival,  South'esk  is  his  Patron.  I  iind  by  a  Catalogue  of  the  Minifters 
of  o»r  Church,  I  lately  look'd  into,  the  fame  Perfon  was  fufpended  about  1708, 
and  fince  repon^d :  If  there  be  any  real  Jacobites  among  us,  the  Church  will 
call  them  to  an  Account,  as  the  laft  AlTembly  did  fome  of 
that  Kidney j  and  I  muft  add  the  Church's  Sentence  has  (2)  T'he  AJfemb. 
been  of  late  very  much  confirm^'d  (2  J.  Amidft  thefe  fad  and  17 15  deposed  tvjo 
aftonifhing  Times,  which  have  of  late  gone  over  us,  the  Minifters  in  the 
Lord  hath  no:  forfaken  his  Church*  and  People,  by  ^Wvci^  North  for  Jacobi- 
them  up  to  Delujionsy  as  were  others, /o  believe  Lies:  So  tifm^  one  whereof 
that  we  may  ftiil  fay.  Providence  kept  the  Minifters  and  Mem-  fubfcnb'd  the  Ad>- 
hers  of  our  Churchy  by  being  of  firm  and  flx'd  Proteftant  Prin-  drefs  to  the  Preten, 
ciples, /ro?;/  the  Snare  that  led  axuay  many. 

I  know  not  whether  it  was  the  Efedt  of  Malice, ot  a  very  (3  Peter  Barclay's 
eafy  Ir^giyiation,  which  made  fome  give  out,  and  others  Letter  about  fhe 
dream,That  many  of  our  Church  were  in  the  Interefl  ot  the  Com.  Prayer  ofEn-* 
-Pretender,  and  even  fome  of  our  Minifters  (3^^  but  I  hope  ^VdndAppen,  i.  P. 
all  fuch  idle  Notions  are  now  remov'd. 

On  the  other  Hand,  all  that  run  into  the  Rebellion,  were  either  known  to  be 
open  or  fufpedted  Enemies  of  our  prefent  Eftablijhment.  Some  there  were  whofe 
Zeal  to  ingage  in  this  Treafon,  was  fo  ftrong,  that  it  hurry 'd  them  into  it  al- 
moft  naked  and  unprovided,  on  the  very  firft  Invitation :  This  they  did,  rather 
than  not  have  a  Share  in  fuch  an   Enterprife.    Others,  whofe  Inclinations   to 
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rebel  were  doubted  of/oon  difcover*d  themfelves.by  following  their  Leaders  into 
the  Field,  or  favoured  the  horrid  Defign  openly  by  their  Difcourfe,  or  Prayers, 
^nd  other  Adings.  We  cannot  deny,  but  many  ot  thofe,who  cali'd  themfelves 
Proteftantsy  run  into  the  Rebellion^  or  abated  it^  tho'  we  are  at  a  Stand  haw 
they  d^QXM^that  Name^  or  how  they  could  have  defended  our  il^%/(?«,  had  the 
Succefs  they  wifh'dfor  been  on  their  Side.  Our  Mother  Church  denies  all  fuch 
to  be  her  Sons^  nor  indeed  will  they  ever  owne  her,  which  is  a  Part  of  her 
Glory. 

Thefe  Times  have  difcover'd  to  us  two  Obfervations  of  Good    Ufe:    F/V/?, 

That  the  Epifccfal  Clergy  in  Scotland^  and  fome  of  their  Stamp  in  England^  are 

inveterate  Enemies  to  our  frefent  Conflitution.   This  has  been  often   deny'd ;  but 

now  it's  evident  to  every  Man's  Convidion.  Did  not  the  £- 

(^i)See  Addrefs  pif copal  Mimflers  in  the  North  pray  for  the  Pretender  and  his 
26  Decern.  17 15,  Caule^  nay,  faft  for  Succefs  to  it,  and  addrefs  (i)  himfelf 
prefented  at  Fet-  on  his  Arrival  thus.  We  your  mofi  faithful  and  dutiful  Sub-^. 
terreflo.  jeEisy  &c?  Nay,  give  Thanks  to  Heaven  for  it  ?    They-al- 

.  fo  lent  their  Gifts  to  preach  up  his  Caufe.     One  of  them  a 

(2)My  .Peter  Bar-  Day  or  two  after  he  was  proclaim'd  in  Brunt- J/land,  when 
chy,  call'd  Mar's  the  Highlanders  were  in  that  Town,chofe  for  his  TejLt  2  Sam. 
Chaplain,  ip.  14.  Another  (2J  preach'd fometime  at  P^r^^  on  3^^?«.   2. 

12.  The  fame  Perfon,  a  little  before  the  Battel  of  Sheriffs 
mobry  ^had  Jojh.  22.  22.  for  his  Text.  From  the  ill  Succefs  they  met  with  there, 
fome  faid.  Providence  prcvd  their  AEiings  to  be  RebeHiony  according  to  the  Appeal  in 
the  T'ext.  The  other  ObferVation  isy  That,  never  any  People  more  contradifledfheir 
common  Principles,  or  pronounced  fo  fevere  Dooms,  06  they  do  on  themfelves.  On  the 
firft  Account,  fome  have  call'd  them  Pajfive-Obedience-Rebels, 
(3)  Mr.  Barclay's  As  for  the  other,  let  us  hear  (3) what  a  famous  Preacher  at 
Letter  before  cit-  Perth,  duriag  the  Rebels  Stay  there, faid  fome  little  Time 
ed  P.  63,  /  am  before,  Rebellion  is  an  ope^  yifing  in  Arms y  and  publick  rejifling 
miftaken  if  it  woi  the  Government ;  a  Sin  fo  direEily  oppojlte  to  the  very  Genius  of 
not  the  fame  Per-  Chrif^ianity,  that  theywho  are  guilty  of  it,  do  iplo  Facto  re- 
fon  ivho  was  nounce  Chrifi  and  his  Religion  ;  nor  is  there  any  Caufe  whatfo-^ 
Preacher  at  Perth,  ever  will  juflifie  Subjetis  rebeUmg  againfl  their  Superiours, 
This  is  th^  known  DoElrine  of  the  Party.  How  openly  they 
have  run  againft  it  of  late,  all  the  Nation  know,  and  the  Doom  here  pafs'd  on 
them,  is  from  on  of  their  own  Number,  according  to  their  publick  an3  pro- 
fefs'd  Scheme.  We  muft  either  then  conclude,  That  their  Principles  are  meer  . 
Shew  and  Pretence,  to  difguife  their  Rebellious  Inclinations ;  or  elfe  that  they 
thought  their  beloved  Caufe  fo  well  on  its  Feet,  that  they  became  really  too  weak 
for  their  Principles  of  late,  or  that  none  would  have  the  Occafion  to  objed 
their  Pradice  to   them,  which  deflroy'd  their  O/'/V^/o/^j. 

On  the  whole,  the  Rebellion  has  difcover'd  all  the  old  Leaven,  which   has 

been  fermenting  folong,  and  given  the  Government  2l  Handle  to  rid  themfelves 

oii%..  How  unafy,  have  thefe  men  been  to  the. Church,  oppos'd  her  all  they. 
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could,  impugn 'd  her  Eftablifhmenc,  deny'd  her  Authority,  redicul'd  the  Puri- 
ty of  her  Worfhip  and  Doctrines,  and  like  one  Man,  where^hey  had  Liberty,/ 
declared  themleives  openly,  and  join'd  againft  //^r,  and  our  only  Rightful  and  Law^ 
ful  Kiiig^  Providence,  by  the  Pretendi^r's  coming  among  them,  has  fuliy  dil'co- 
ver'd  their  Enmity  to  both,  that  none  dare  now  deny  it.  Thefe  are  the  Men, 
that  have  broken  many  a  Profane  Jeji  on  the  Spirit  of  Prayer,  and  GOD  hath 
rejeded  their  Prayers.  Theie  laboured  to  feduce  the  People,  and  divide  the 
Church,  and  now  are  divided  in  Jacob,  anafcatter'd  in  our  Ifrael.  Thefe,  whom 
the  Government  nurs'd  thefe  28  Years,  rofe  up  to  deflroy  it,  and  refus'd  a 
Vroteftant,  who  Reigns  over  them,  to  embrace  a  Vapijl,  I  believe  fuchZ)/-yi«fx, 
and  iuch  Politicians  were  never  heard  of  m  the  World.  Moft  ot  them  are  lefs 
to  be  excused,  becaufe  Men  oF  Knowledge  :  But  I  may  fay  of  it,  as  Solomon  of 
Riches,  1  have  feen  Knowledge  refervd  to  the  Hurt  of  the  Owner.  Many  Times 
the  Enemies  Plots  have  been  tlitiv  Plagues,  and  now  the  Wheel  oi Providence  has 
turned  their  own  Works  upon  them.  For  you  mull  know,  before  this,  moif  of 
them  have  fled,  or  do  hide  themfelves,  and  thereby  do  take  Guilt  upon  them  ; 
and  it's  thought,they  will  not  have  the  Fore-head  to  return  to  difturb  thcChurch 
and  its  Judicatories,  or  our  Civil  Courts,  as  they  did  often  before :  Or  if  they  ' 
have  fo  much  Confidence  to  return  to  their  former  Abodes,  they  will  not  be 
admitted  to  the  Churches  they  Poilefs'd  by  the  Allowance  of  the  Government,  on 
at  their  own  Hand  by  Intrufion. 

Some  have  remarked  further,  tho'  there  were  many  filent  Sahhaths  m  the 
North,  and  in  Ftfe  (i)  during  the  late  Troubles,  and  Error 
and  Sedition^'CQ2iC\id  up  inftead  of  the  T^ruth  ;  yet  there  (i)  Mdit^ sVaper 
were  no  Churches  on  this  Side  th^  Forth  where  the  Worfhip  dated  ifl  Novem- 
of  GOD  was  Interrupted,  or  if  it  was,  where  People  might  ber  17 15,  prohibit 
not  be  provided  in  the  Nighbourhood  Part  of  the  Day  -,  nor  ting  any  to  preach 
did  I  ever  hear  that  the  Leaven  of  Sedition  was  ever  Pro-  that  Prayed  for 
claimed  in  any  ot  our  Pulpits.  As  for  the  Meeting- Houfes  King  George, 
I  know  little  about  them,  and  had  them  not  now  in  my  drove  many,..from 
Thought ;  but, tho  the  Difturbance  brake  off  the  Service  of  their  ChurcCes. 
GOD  in  the  North,  the  Miniflers  are  gone  now  in  Peace 
to  their  Charges,  and  the  Sowers  of  Sedition  are  fled,  as  you  heard  in  the  laft 
Article  :  And  here  once  for  all,  let  me  tell  you,  what  1  have  written  to  you 
proceeds  not  from  a  Prejudice  to  the  Perfon  o^  any  Man,  but  from  a  Love  to 
my  Country,  and  Regard  to  the  Protejiant  Religion,  which  I  always  thought 
thefe  Men  were  endeavouring  to  ruin  and  overturn.  I  wifh,  fuch  would  con.- 
fider  what  Rev/ard  they  have  got,  who  fo  vigorouily  adedfor  t\iQ^r£tender''s  In^ 
t  ere  ft  in  S  c  o  T  l  a  n  d,  from  the  Holy  Judgment  of  the  LORD  ;  and  how  the 
Foun4ation  of  a  Popijh  Deftgn  was  laid  in  the  vifibleRuin  of  fuch,  as  were  the. 
greatell  Promoters  thereof.  This  convincing  and  publick  Witnefs  has  been 
writteh  againfl  them  in  the  greatefl  Letters  for  the  Obfervation  ot  the  Age,  that 
I  could  not  pafs  it  without  fome  Remark. 

It  is  plain  to  every  one  that  reads  our  Hifiories  of  th^  Church,  that  the  F^* 
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fiflsj  ever  fince  the  i  ith  of  Queen  E  l  i  s  a  b  e  t  h's  in  England^  and  iince  Mortons, 
Regency  in  Scotland,  have  been  playing  the  rigid  Churchmen  againfl:  the  Protefiants 
otinore  Stwady  Principles,  and  from  thefe  fplit  Interefts,  have  been  ofcen  near 
the  Point  of  determining  our  Ruin  :  And  of  late,  fince  the  Pretender's  Claim 
was  ftt  up,  thefe  rigid  Spirits  have  drawn  oii"  fo  widQiiomthc  Proteflant  Inter  efly 
that  tiiey  are  become  more  open,  and  as  violent  as  any  in  the  Popji)  Fatiion.  It 
becomes  every  Protefiant  //^  B  r  i  t  a  i  n  to  guard  agamfl:  the  Inlinuations  of 
thefe  Men,ii-  they  coLtinue  Enemies  to  their  Country,  ^s  againfl  thofe  o^jejmtes. 
ButI  wifh,they  would  take  the  many  publick  Warnings  from  the  LORD,and  ef- 
peciaily  the  great  one  of  late,  and  believe  they  cannot  attempt  the  Ruin  of  our 
Religion  or  Country,  without  ruining  the?nfelves  firfl  or  laft. 

It  mufl  alfo  be  reckoned  2i  favourable  Providence,  That  there  hath  been  no 
Murders  commitLed  during  the  Time  of  our  Troubles,  efpecially,  that  none  of 
the  Minifters,  or  Profejfors  of  the  EfiahlijVd  Church  fufler'd  any  bodily  Harm,  in 
a  Time  when  Paifions,  and  Revenge  run  fo  unreafbnably  high  :  Some  who 
would  have  been  glad  to  do  Minijiers  an  Injury,  without  an  Allowance,  in  fuch 
troublefom  Times,  had  full  Commands  laid  on  them,and  fuch  Authority  (as  it 
was)  to  apprehend  their  Perfons,  and  carry  them  to  the  Rebels  Camp.  How 
did  Providence  reftrain,  and  bind  up  the  Hands  of  the  Adverfaries  1  For  we 
never  heard  of  any  that  were  fo  ferv'd.  You  could  not  mifs  to  hear,That  the 
Minifters  of  our  Church  refused  to  read  the  Paper  iiTu'd  by  the  Pretender,  order- 
ing  a  thanksgiving  Day  to  be  kept  for  his  Arrival.  On  this  the  Rebels  made 
a  StriB  and  Diligent  Search  for  the  Minifters  of  the  Eftablijl/d  Church,  within  the 
Bounds  under  their  Command,  in  Order  to  have  carry 'd  them  Pri finer s  to 
Perth  ',  but  found  only  o;?^,  whom  they  difmifs^d  within  a  few  Miles  of  that 
Town;  from  what  Influence  is  hard  to  tell,  except  we  fay,  it  was  Something 
that  over-rul'd  them.  As  for  any  others  they  made  Prifoners,  tho'  they  fuf- 
ferM  many  Hardfhips  during  the  Confinement  ^  yet  they  received  no  Harm 
otherwife,  that  ever  I  heard  off.  ^Tis  faid,  fome  Minifters  were  puU'd  out  of 
the  Pulpits  at  Aberdeen,  and  one  had  his  Life  threatn'd  in  Fife  ;  for  no  other 
-  Reaft^T^  but  that  they  Pray'd  Publickly  for  King  George  :  But  Heaven 
averted' further  Mifchief 

I  cannot  here  pafs  over  the  Goodnefs  of  GOD  that  fuffer'd  not  any  ofthofe, 
who  watchM  for  the  Peace  of  our  Cities  to  be  endanger^'d  in  their  Lives,  tho' 
there  have  been  Attempts  made  that  Way,  particularly  in  this  fame  City,  by 
wicked  Men,  who  lay  in  fecret  to  Murder  poor  Centinels,  when  on  Duty : 
This  is  the  more  Strange,  finceit  is  very  rare,  but  fome  have  lofl  their  Lives  in 
the  Compafs  of  that  Time  the  late  Reb.llion  lafted,  on  far  lefs  Quarrels,  and 
Revenge,  than  were   then  reigning. 

I  believe,  fome  will  think,  this  deferves  to  have  a  fpecial  Remark  put  upon  ity 
ifince  the  Prefervationofthe  Lives  of  thofe  who  were  neareft  the  Danger,  is 
alone  owing  to  God,  who  only  can  break  wicked  Meafures  laid  in  the  Dark, 
andean  happily  prevent  Butcheries  in  fecret.  In  Fine,  Hath  not  GOD  often  put 
a  Sund  to  the  Enterprifes  of  our  Adverfaries  ?    It  is  he  that  hath  hedgd  up 

their 


their  Way  with  1  horns y  and  wall' d  them  in  that    they    cculd  not  find  their   Paths-^ 

Every  Body  knows,  all  our  Troubles  have  been  in  the  Winter  Seafon  :  It  is 
eafy  to  reckon,  if  this  was  no  Diladvantagetothe  Enemies,  it  was  a  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Country,  which  faftam'd  iefs  Lofs  than  certainly  it  would  have 
done  had  the  Corns  been  on  the  Ground  In  the  laft  Place,  Let  me  obferve 
to  you  the  greatefi  Providence  oi  all,  viz..  Heaven  would  not  fuHer  the  Protef- 
tant  Religion  to  be  ruin'd  among  us,  nor  our  Sovereign,  who  Supports  it,  to  be 
in  the  leaft  Hazard  from  this  Rebellion  :  Thefe  are  Crowning  Bleffings  j  and  all 
the  Qbfervable  and  Wonderbl  Appearances  of  GOD,  fome  whereof  I  have 
open'd  to  you,  are  Hke  thofe  in  Egypt  wrought  out  by  the  mighty  H^md  of  GOD, 
and  have  a  dired:  Tendency  to  fecure  us  againfl  Slavery  and  Bondage^  and  ta 
preferve  to  us  what  we  at  prefent  enjoy. 

■In  Humane  Views  oyr  Religion  was  lately  in  Danger,  and  had  the  i^^-" 
lellion  fucceeded,  the  next  Eftbrts  had  been  to  introduce  Popery  and  Slavery  : 
But  blefs'd  be  GOD,  who  hath  deiiver'd  us  from  all  our  Fears  of  thefe  at  this: 
Time.  It  will  not  be  unfeafonable,  I  hope,  to  be  more  Particular  on  thefe 
Heads.  I  fhall,  Firji,  Difcourfc  to  you  on  this,  what  we  may  now  expe(5i: ;  And, 
Next,  What  we  might  Juftiy  have  look'd  for  had  our  Enemies  prevaird. 

GOD,  by  putting  the  Rebellion  to  an  End,  gives  us  a  pleafant  Profpedlot  the 
Continuance  of  our  Sacred  and  Civil  Liberties,  Hereby  the  Protefiarit  Religion 
hath  received  a  new  Security,  and  the /«?'£>  Z)o^r/>/6'j  thereof,  as  they  ftand  oppos'd 
to  Popifi  Superfiition  and  Idolatry,  a  new  Ellablifhment.  We  havealfoa  pleafant 
View  of  c?.  long 'Protefiant  Succejjion  to  the  Throne,  iince.  the  Power  of  thofe, 
who  were  willing  to  diflurb,  or  break  it,  is  v/eak^'ned,  and  brought  low :  We 
may  alfo  exped:  to  iee  tliQ  future  Happinefs,  and  Tranquility  of  the.  SubjeEi  will 
be  eftablifh^d  on  a  folid  Foundation,  Can  we  fobear  to  put  a  Mark  on  that 
Kindnefs  of  our  GOD,  who  has  given  us  a  View  o^  3,furer  P^-^c^,  and  a  bett£r 
Settlement  than  we  had  before  ?  When  the  Humors  of  the  Body  are  purg'dout, 
it  muft  receive  a  new  Vigor  which  caufes  a  confirmed  State  of  .  .  p. 
Health.  When  3?^/?//^/?/;^?  had  conquered  his  Enemies,  his  Re-  ^J-^^  ^  ^nron. 
aim  was(i)quiet,andthe  LORD  gave  him  Refl:  roundabout.        *  "^^  ^^* 

We  may  exped  next  to  fee  this  Nation  thankful  for  the  late  Mercies  i  What 
Soul,  that  loves  the  Truth  in  Sincerity,  doth  not  feel  it  felf  chear'd  on  the  Ap- 
proach of  fuch  deiirable  Comforts  as  we  have  had  of  Late  ?  What  Soul  can 
dilate  it  felf  wide  enough,  to  take  in  a  full  Senfe  of  thofe  Favours  of  Heaven 
we  hope  fhall  reach  down  to  the  latefl  Pofterity  ?  How  have  Hills  been  leveirdL 
into  t/alliesjZnd  great  Mountains  become  as  Vlains  !  The  LORD  did  vifibly^ 
rent  the  Enemies  Supports  from  them,  and  caus'd  the  Moun- 
tains flow,  down  at  his  Frefence  (2).  It  is  not  long  fince  we  (2)AtoneTime 
■  thought  the  Poor  would  enrich  themfelves  with  the  Spoils  oi  War  and  Famine 
others,  and  that  Naomi  would  become  Mara^  and  our  fill'd  their  Pro- 
Land  be  a  Field  of  Blood  for  fome  Time.  It  is  not  long  teSiors  Hands y  at: 
fince  we  fear'd  our  Jofephs  would  go  into  Prifon,  our  Jere-  another  Time  hs 
miahs  ta  the  Dungeon,  and  our  Daniels  be  caft  to  the  Lions  -,  fiept  out  ofthelpay. 
hm  thefe  Fears  are  no  more.     The  Spok  of  the  IVh^d  that 
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was  once  %;>,  is  tutn"'d  to  the  Ground  and  become  low!  GOD  chang'd 
his  Difjjenfatmis  but  not  his  Difpoftnorr.  He  made  fome  of  our  Brethren /?«y} 
thro'  the  IVaters,  but  they  did  not  droiin ;  and  thro'  the  Fire,  bur  it  hath  not 
confum'd  them.  As  he  was  wich  Noah  in  the  Ark,  and  Ifrael  in  the  Red-Sea 
and  Jordan,  Co  he  hath  been  with  us. 

The  Egyptians  own'd  a  Divine  Providence,  and  held  it  forth  in   the  Hiercgly 
phick  of  a  Sun  painted  in  a  Ship  tofs'd  with  Wind  and   VVa- 

(i)   Eufeh.   de     ter  (i)  ,•  and  the  6)wZ'o/ of  our  C/;//rc/7  is  a  Bujh   burning  and 

Praparat.   Evan-     not  canfmnd,  which  was  icarce  better  verify ''d  fince  the  Re- 

■gelLib.id,Cap.7,d,    formation  than  m  our  own  Memory.     And  we    may  fay  of 

the  late  Flames,  /^<?c  t^w^;-/ co/^y^w^to^^r  (2).    Shall   we   ever 

{i)T'heChurch     then  forget  to  rejoyce  with  Thanksgiving  for   the  late  Sea- 
GJ  Scot.  Motto,     fonabie  Deliverance,  which  was  Co  Signal  that  the  Wonders 
of  it  have  not  efcap^d  common  Obfervation  ? 

I  Believe,  we  may  exped  in  the  next  Place  to  fee  Popifi  Priefis  and    Jefuites 

prevented  to  come  over  among  us  without  Licence.     Swarms  of  thefe   Locufls 

were  fpread  over  the  Kingdom,  efpeciallyin  the  North,  of  later  Years,  where 

they   fow'd  Treafon  and  Difcord  in  the  Minds  of  the  People,  that   it  might 

be  growing  there  till  a  proper  Seafon  to  reap  the  Fruits  of 

C3)  Vuhlijked  in     it.     It  will  not  be  deny'd  but  thefe  Emtjfaries  of  RomehdiVQ 

1714^;^  EdiiL  been  too  fuccefsful,  in  the   North,  as  a  little  Treatife  (3.) 

caird  '?opery  reviving,    and  the  late  Rebellion,  do  fully  fhow. 

It  is  hop'd,  fome  effe6tual  Methods  will  be  fall'n  on  to  clear  the  Land, 
and  efpecially  the  Bounds  of  the  i^.TZ^j  0/ Mar,  and  other  Parts,  from  thefe 
Incendiaries,  and  Fromcters  of  the  Fretender's  Intere/l  3,mongthQ  common  People, 
whofe  Credulity  leads  them  to  be  eafy  Preys.  Shall  they  be  allowed  to  advance 
a  Fopijh  Caufe,  and  the  Fretende,'s  Inter  eft  any  more  ?  Let  us  hope,  there  will  be 
a  Stop  put  to  this  Poifon.  Perhaps  we  lliall  not  hear  any  more  oCFopiJJj  Lords 
proteding  Jacobite  Conventicles  not  within  the  Law  ;  nor  oC  Jacobite  JuBices 
patroniftng  Fapifls  againft  the  Law  and  the  beft  Subjeds  the  -  Sovereign  had  1 
We  remember  the  Time,  when  the  Caufe  of  Froteflants  was  giv'n  up  to  pleafe 
Fapifts  ;  nor  perhaps  fhall  we  hear  of  Jacobite  Clergymen  carrying  it  againfl  tlie 
Church,  and  the  Law  too,  and  all  this  to  advance  the  Fretender^s  Interefl  in  the 
Nation,  and  open  a  Door  for  him  one  Day  to  enter  at:  Thefe  Pradices  we 
have  feen  formerly,  we  hope  we  fliall  fee  no  more.  *  ^ 

Since  Frovidence  hath  calm'^d  the  late  Hurrycane,  we  have  feen  the  Commons 
look  with  Contempt  on  the  Goliaths  of  the  Rebels,  How  do  they  laugh  already 
at  the  Achithophels  2Lnd  Hamans  who  expeded  to  be  made  prime  Minifters,  and 
fir  ft  Counfellours  ?  They  now  fee,  GOD  hath  taken  the  great  eft  Anakim  oC  Folic  y, 
(  whofe  Wifdom  was  much  boafte'd  ot  )  in  the  Thicket  of  his  own  Projeds. 
And  the  Poor  People,  that  were  led  into  the  Treafon,  and  even  4:hofe,  who  run 
into  it,  are  curfing  the  FrojeBs  and  the  Leader.  All  now  fee  the  Scheme  was 
founded  on  Lies,  vain  Hopes,  and  the  Ruin  ot  thofe  who  engag'd  in  it.  Shall 
we  now  expedfrom-all  thefe  Things  that  the  Nation  will  not  be  foon  bitten 

over 
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over   again  ?    And  in  this  View   we  have  another  Froj^ed  ot  Secur^rj  ana 

Peace. 

Shall  we  hope  alfo,  That  the  apen,  and  bold  Attempt  in  Favours  of  Pope  rr>  and 
to  fubvert  our  Conftitutkny  will  abolilli  all  ether  DtflinBioiis  among  us,  but  oi:' 
fuch  as  are  Zealous  Proteftaras,  ard  Enemies  of  our  Religion  ?  Among  the  lafi 
we  reckon  thofe,  who  would  fubjed  the  Nation  to  Revenge,  and  I'yraany  oi  a 
Poptfi  Farty.  W  Frotefiants  will  ftill  divide  into  Varties ^nd  Fat'h'onsyV:?ymg  one 
another  to  Pieces,  the  moft  contemptible  of  all  Fretenders  may  give  us  Trouble: 
And  the  leaft  Attempt  from  Abroad,  if  it  do  not  overcome  us,  yet  it  may  con- 
found us,  and  ruin  many  :  There  is  nothing  will  encourage  Invaficns  but  Di-* 
njifions  at  Home.  When  the  T'urks  at  the  Siege  of  Belgrad  found  the  Walls  and 
Works  of  the  City  all  blown  up  on  a  fudden,  they  immediately  advanced  to  the 
Storm.  We  have  ieen  what  Divilions  in  a  Nation  will  do,  and  ilialiwc  fiill  into 
them  afirefh  again  ?  I  hope  the  late  Troubles  will  not  increafc,  but  compofc 
our  Diviiions.  What  a  melancholy  Face  of  Things  did  then  appear?  Common 
Danger  united  Men  that  were  divided  before,  into  fome  Regard  to  their  com- 
mon Safety.  Faife  Appearances  of  little  Qiiarrels  could  not  any  longer  bear  i  and 
fhall  we  ever  divide,  who  are  Frotefiants,  when  that  Danger  may  come  again  i 
Certainly  no  Man,  that  entertains  the  leaft  Zeal  for  his  Country,  can  wifh  to 
fee  thefe  Calamities  renewM,  which  we  were  brought  intoof  late^  and  which 
will  make  feveral  Parts  of  Scotland  feel  it  (enfibly  for  fome  Years  to  come.  I 
hope.  Experience  will  make  fome  IVifer.  May  the  LORD  pour  down  the  Spi- 
rit of  Love  and  Charity,  of  Unity  and  Harmony  upon  us  and  our  Pofterity  ; 
may  there  be  fewer  Diviiions  for  Trifles  -,  may  we  maintain  our  Religion  in  the 
Furity  of  it ;  and  may  the  Memory  of  old  Quarrels  be  laid  afide  ;  and  may 
King  George  have  the  Hearts  and  Hands  of  all  his  People ;  and  may  no 
Name  be  heard  among  us,  but  thefe  of  true  Frotefiants,  good  Subjects,  and  hearty 
Friends  to  our  Country,  and  one  to  another :  Then  fhall  we  fee  a  happy  F  R  in  ce^ 
and  a  happier  Feople. 

I  hope,  this  Generation  will  never  forget  the  Time,  which  gave  us  fuch  a  dif- 
mal  Shokc  of  Apprehenfion,  tho'  it  lies  buried  in  a  Defeat  and  DifTap^  oint-* 
ment.  How  often  near  the  Brink  of  Ruin  have  we  been,  and  as  often  refcu'd 
from  impending  Dangers  by  the  xxrf  Finger  of  GOD  i  The  defperate  Struggles, 
that  have  been  made  to  enllave  us,  thro'  the  feveral  Stages  of  the  laft  Century, 
and  of  this  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  which  have  not  been  few,  fhould  awaken 
us.  Let  us  not  dream.  That  Fopery  will  never  fhow  its  Face  again :  No  focner 
have  former "Tempeits  abated,  and'  the  Horrour  of  the  Scene  cool'd  on  the 
Minds  of  People,  but  fome  reftlefs  and  implacable  Spirits   have  troubl'd  the 

'  Air  afrefli,  and  thrown  us  into  fome  hazardous  Circumftances  again.  'Tis 
really  amazmg,  that  in  a  Conflitution  fo  well  guarded,  where  the  People  daily 
feaft  on  the  Bleffings  o^  Liberty,  that  the  Byafs  fiiould  run  fo  ftrong  to  Slavery^ 
efpccially,  when  the  open,  or  fecret  Enemies  to  our  Country  2.i\d  the  Frorefiant: 
Religion,  trump  up  the  fame  ftale  Artifices,  whereby  the  People  have  been  (o 
often  deluded  and  enfnar'd.    The  Fretender  of  late  thundered  at  our  Gates 

E  with 
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With  Fire  md  Sword,  and  has,  I  am  fure,  left  a  melancholy  Impreflion  behind 
him  on  the  Minds  of  many.  Heaven  has  again  fav'd  us' by  a  Train  o^  Mi- 
racles ^fhall  we  hope.  That  thefe  Things  will  not  ealily  flip  out  of  Mind  ?  Let 
us  keep  our  Religion  and  Liberties  in  Viewtogeiher  with  a  Dread  of  the  Borrours 
and  Miferies  of  Popery  :  Thus  arm'd  we  may  be  fecure  under  Providence,  But 
if  we  forget  the  Plots  o^Papiflsy  and  the  often  repeated  Interpofitions  of  Heave  h 
to  fave  us  from  them,  we  are  ripe  for  Deflrudion,  and  merit  no  iefs  Pumfh- 
ment  for  our  Folly  than  the  Frogs  in  the  Fable  met  with,  who  were  deftroy'd 
by  the  King,which  their  unruly  Paffionsrequir'd.  Let  us  keep  our  Enemies  in  our 
Eye,  guard  againft  their  Lifinuations,  and  filently  reproach  our  feives  for  be- 
ing too  prodigal  of  Belief  before  :  Let  us  ftrive  to  weed  up  the  Seeds  of  Poi- 
fbn  and  Difcontent,  where  there's  no  Ground  for  it^  and  we  cannot  mifs  of  a 
Harveft. 

In  the  lafi  Place,  Shall  we  exped  to  fee  a  Reformation  after  fuch  a  great  Deli- 
'verance}  It  we  do  fee  it,  we  fhall  dxvell  in  the  Land,  and  in 

(i)  Readfirfl  7     Peace,  and  none  be  able  to  hurt  us  any  more  (i).    Many  of 
y.  ot  7th  Ch.  J  ere,    thefe    Things  I   have  mention'd,    give   us  a  pleafant  Prof- 
ped:. 

On  the  other  Hand,  look  upon  the  other  Side  ofthofe  Providencej  we  lately 
met  with  ;  and  think  what  our  Condition  had  been,  if  the  LORD  hadgiv'nus 
up  to  the  Enemy  for  a  Prey  :  No  Imagination  can  reach  to  ail  the  Miferies, 
which  in  this  Cafe  hadafflided  the  Nation. 

I  do  lament  the  Miferies  that  a  Pretender  and  his  Adherents  have  brought 
upon  the  Nation,  which  tho^they  amount  to  much,  when  confider'd  alone  ^ 
yet  they  muft  be  look'd  upon  only  as  a  Firfl-fruit  of  the  Rebellion,  and  but  a 
very  fmall  Tafte  ofthofe  Evils,  which  had  enfu'd,  had  it  been  fuccesful :  For 
Fopery  and  the  worft  of  Slavery,  from  which  comes  Poverty  and  the  uttmofi  Mi- 
fery,  had  been  our  Lot. 

I  am  very  fenfible  thefe  were  either  not  tear'd  by  many  as  a  Confequence  of 
Succefs,  or  not  look'd   on  as  fo  terrible  as  really  they  are. 

I  have  the  Charity  to  believe,  fome  did  not  fee  quite  thro'  what  they  were 
put  upon,-  and  had  they  been  perfwaded.  That  the  late  Meafures  were  defign'd 
to  overturn  our  Laws  and  Religion,  they  had  aded  quite  other  wife  than  they 
did.  Others  there  might  be,  who  promised  to  themfelves  Mountains  of  Gold 
in  a  Change,  and  to  fall  on  fuch  a  Mafter  as  the  King  of  Moroco,  who  promi- 
feth  to  be  to  his  SuhjeEis  one  that  will  make  the  Sun  to  Jhine,  and  the  Clouds 
to  rain,  and  the  Earth  to  become  fruitful:  I  have  no  Concern  with  the 
Credulous  and  Ignorant,  except  to  wifh  them  a  little  more  Light  and  Un-^ 
derflanding. 

"Tis  Certain,  there  was  a  ftrong  Party  who  refolv'd  to  deftroy  our  Lawsy 
fahv^nthQ  Confiitution,  and  make  all  null  that  was  of  28  Years  Standing  ;  and 
Bot  a  few  who  promised  to  themfelves  to  fee  that  Day,  wherein  our  Religion 
fhould  be  extirpated  alfo.  Let  us  fee  the  Confequence  of  their  Defign.  It  muft 
be  own'd.  That  Popery  had  followed,  in  Cafe  of  SuC€€fe»  on  xhQkM^n$ Prac- 
tice 
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lice  and  ?rmcifles.    Let  me,  firfi,  propofe  to  you  the  Practice  and  Principles 
of  the  Jacobites,  and  then  we  (hall  add  thefeof  Fafifis  their  Accomplices,  and 
apply  them  only  to  the  Cafe  we  are  iipon. 

Let  us  look  to  the  late  Pracike  of  all  the  Fretende'/s  Abettors  who   did  not 
profefs  his  Religion  :     Did  any  of  them  capitulate  with  him,  or  any  other,  for 
their  Religion  when  they  entered  his  Service  ?     Did  they  ever  require,  far  lefs 
obtain,  fo  much  as  ^Ljlail  Fromife  that  it  would  be    preferv'd,  or     even    tole- 
rated ?  A  Declaration^That  they  had  fought,  and  had  obtained  a  Promife, would 
have  been  good  PoHcy  if  not  neceffary.    All  we  can  find  is, 
what  a  Paper  printed  (i)  at  Ferth  tells  us,   J'hat  the  Freten-         (i)  T'he  Mife^- 
der   made    a  Declaration  at  Commercy  25  th   Odober,  which     r  able  State  of  Scot" 
was  Publifli'd  fince  his  Arrival,    wherein  he  referred  all  our     hndjtnce  theUm^' 
Civil  and  Religious  Concerns  (  as  the  Writers  fay  )    to  a  jree     on,  &c. 
Farliament   0/  Scotland,  which  he  will   imrnediately    call,  and 
thereby  fecure  the  Frotefiant  Religion.     Does  this  excufe  their  not    treating  with 
the  Fretender  for  their  Religion  ?     No.     Would  this  Farliament  have  giv'n  the 
Froteftant  Religion  more  Security  than  it  had  before,or  even  any  Thing  equal  to 
it  ?     Nothing  like  it.     I  believe  none  will  doubt  the  firft  Thing  it  had  done, 
if  they  had  met,  would  have  been  to  fet  the  Efiablijh'd  Church  oi Scotland  a.  psick" 
ing,  which  hath  evidenc'd   her  felf  a  great  Bulwark  againft  Fopery  in   all  Ages : 
And  perhaps  thefe  who  addrefl'dthe  Fretender,  fo  foon  on  his  Arival,  thought 
they  would  come  in  next,  and  therefore  had  a  Mind  to  be  early  in  his  Favours. 
But  let  us  fuppofefor  once,  the  Fretender  h2.d  met  with  Succefs,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  he  had  not  call'd  this  Parliament  immediately,  left  it  had  impeded 
his  Conquefts.  Here  was  at  leaft  a  Delay  for  a  conliderable  Time,  and  the  im- 
mediate Security  of  our  Religion  a  jneer  Chimera-,  and  when  it,  or  any  other  Far-* 
liament  did  meet,  mufl  not  the  Buiinefs  ot  Religion  have  been  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  referred  to  him,  and  a  Fopijh  Council}     And  would  not  this  have  been  ac- 
cording to  a  Significant  Sccttijh  Frove)hygiving  theWoolftheWedder  to  keep  ?  Or  if 
z  Farliament  did  eftablifh  Ep/fcopacy  in  Scotland,  and   the   Frotefiant  Religion   in. 
Britain,  it  will  appear  afterward,  this  could  be  no  Security  to  us.     Ifliall 
only  tell  you  what  fome  obferv'd  on  this  Head,  Wh?n  Religion  was  left  in  the 
lafi  Flace,  it  looked  as  if  it  was  to  be  the  lafl  "Thing  minded. 

Let  it  be,;2fx/-,confider'd.  We  could  not  have  b^en  fure  fuch  Men  would  not 
compliment  a  Fapifi  with  their  Religion,  who  for  him  broke  thro'  the  nioi]:  fo- 
Ismn  Oaths,  threw  up  their  Lives  to  the  Juftice  of  the  Law,  or  exposed  them 
in  the  Field,  and  hereby  entailed  M'/^ry  2x\6.Foverty  on   their  Pofterity  if  they 
mifs'd  Succefs  ;  2nd  en  the  Nation  too>-f  they  mifs'd,  itnot. 
Did  not  thefe  Men  rebel  againfl  a  Protestant  Sovereign,      2  This  is  theSenfe 
who  is  Willing  and  Able  to  Defend  us  in  the  PoileiTion  of    of  many  oj  the BijJj, 
our  Religion,pvixdY  to  bring  in  a  P^///?,  who  is  neither,    but     of  Eng.  fee  their 
bound  in  Confcience  to  extirpate  it?     And  yet  to  fay^We     Declaration tnOc^ 
were  not  in  Danger  o^Fop^ry,  is  fuch  anLnpofition  on  the     tober  171 5. 
common  Senfe  of  Mankind,  that  (2)  fome  have  thought, 
That  nothir^g    can    be   more  abiurd,  even   in    Fopery    it   felf. 

J.^ "^■•'^ 
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'Tis  ceieaiii,  ic  muil:  give  a  great  Jealoufy  to  any  Man's  Siflccrity^  and  Con- 
cern for  the  prcteftant  Rdigion^  who  mam  tains  it  is  not  fo  fecure  under  a  Jinn 
Prctefiam  ,  v/ho  hath  Sworn  to  Support  ^nd  Defend  it^,  as  under  a  ?/;/>//?  with- 
out any  fuch  Tie,  and  who  was  faid  of  late  to  Refufe  any  fuch  Obligation.  I 
leave  this  laR-  to  the  Enquiry  of  the  Curious  j  for  the  Arguinent  (lands  with- 
out it ;  and  I  am  not  concerned  whether  it  hold  or  not. 

It  is  a  very  odd  Opinion  fome  have  gone  into  of  late,  who  call  themfelves 
_FrotefiamS)  viz,.     That  we  can  have  (i)    an    equal   Security, 

(i)  This    was     fome  ftand  not  to  lay,  a  kiter,  under  a  Pafifi,  than  under  a 

the    new  Opinion     Prcteftant  Sovereign.    Theiafl:  fome  (2)  endeavoured  to   efla- 

efthe  Party  they     blifli  into  a  Maxim:,  ^ndfifi  Principle  not  to  be  difputed,  on 

eherifo'd,  this  Ground,  That  the  Church  is  carelefs  and  fecure  under  a 

Proteftanty  and  fo  Error  creeps  in,   and  with  ittlie  Churches 

(2)  See  Leflie's  Danger ;  whereas  under  one  profeffing  Popery^  ihe  is  awake. 
Letter  about  the  and  lo  guarded,  and  never  refts  till'  fhe  have  the  befl  Se- 
Pretender.  cnrity.     It  is  fcarce    credible  that  any  fliould  be  found,  who 

would  fwallow  this  Monftruous  Abfurdity,  and  yet  the 
Practice  of  many  of  the  Rebels  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  without  their  running 
tirft  into  this  Inftuaation  and  Delufion :  Which  firft  cheats  us  out  of  all  our 
Securities  we  have  tor  our  Religion  ;  andj,  next,  it  would  have  robb'd  us  of  our 
Religion  too. 

Let  me  further  obferve  to  you,  w^hen  the  Pretender  fet  up  his  Idolatrous 
Mais  in  feveral  Places  of  the  North,  and  particularly  at  Schoon,  none  ever  that 
we  heard  oi^  complained  of  it  openly ;  nay,  in  the  forcited  Paper  printed  at 
Verth  about  that  Time,  there  is  rather  a  Vindication  ot  the  Pretender's  being 
a  VapiBy  and  his  owning  the  Idolatrous  Praclices  of  that /i?//^  Religion,  than  any 
Complaint  of  it,  and  then  the  Authors  conclude.  It  is  the  greateft  Reproach  that 
can  be  cafl  on  the  Protefiant  Rehgion,  and  the  only  T'hing  that  can  prejudice  the  Pre- 
tender'\s  Mind  againft  it,  to  fay  or  inftnuate,  T'hat  it  may  be  brought  into  Danger  by  do^ 
ing  'JuRics,  3cc.  (  2.  e.  as  they  mean.  Jetting  him  on  the  Throne. )  For  that  can  be 
iio  good  Thing  that  contradicis  thefe.  It  is  eafy  to  difcover  the  Weaknefs  of  this 
Reafoning.  I  know  nothing  of  our  Religion,  where  it  differs  from  Popery,  but 
gives  Difguii:  to  a  Roman  Catholick.  So  here  is  one  great  Fallhood  warpM  in 
for  the' Sake  of  the  J^retender,  when  it  is  faid,  7?;^  only  Thing,  Sec.  And  m.ufl  we 
notfay,Guri^^//V/o»  w^ould  have  been  in  Danger  had  they  fet  him  on  the  Throne, 
becaufe  it  would  prejudice  his  Mind  againft  it,  and  have  been  the  greateft  Re- 
proach that  can  be  cait  upon  it?  That  is  falfe,  as  you  have  heard  ;  and  this 
is  an  Infatuation  that  wants  a  Name.  Is  it  not  a  far  greater  Reproach  to^  at- 
tejmpt  to  pull  down  a  Proteftant  to  fet  up  a  Papifl,  v/ho  is  Sworn  to  Deftroy 
om  Religion,  and  would  as  certainly  do  it  as  he  is  now  a  Bigot  for  Popery  and 
Idolatry:  What  they  call  Juftice  would  have  been  Injujlice  to  our  Conflitution, 
Laws  and  Libert ies,2ind  the  greatefl  Vnfaithfulmfs  to  Pojierity^  and  aH  for  one  in 
whom  we  have  no  Concemo 
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If  we  look  ^next,  to  the  Principles  of  the  Jacohites  about  Government^  we  find 
they  all  center  in  this  one,  T^hat  there  is  a/i  ahfolute  and  unlimited  Power  in  the 
Prince :  Suppofe  their  Deiigns  had  taken  Eft'e6t,  it  mufl  be  own'd,  fcarce  any 
Opinion  fluted  better  to  bring  Popery  into  Britainy  than  this.  It  is  very  com- 
mon in  their  Months,  T'hey  had  never  fwalloivd  the  Roman  Faith,,  tho'  they 
adhe/d  to  the  Pretender,  and  ownd  this  Principle:  But  is  this  foolifli  Imagina^ 
tion  any  Security  to  us,  when  at  the  fame  Time  they  deliver  up  all  to  the 
Sovereign,  giving  him  an  uncontrollable  Power  above  the  Laws,  and  fay.  He  is 
anfiverable  to  none  but  God  Almighty  for  what  he  does  ?  It  is  jull:  equal  as 
a  Man  fhould  fay,  /  will  maintain  the  Proteflant  Religion,  and  yet  give  a  Povjer 
to  a  Papift  to  remove  all  the  Laws  that  fupfort  it  ?  Would  not  that  Man  be 
laugh'd  at  as  a. Fool,  who  fays,  he  would  never,  change  his  il^/zj^zo;?,  that  would 
not  only  defire,  but  endeavour  every  Day  to  be  under  the  greatefl  Temptati* 
ons  to  do  it,  nay. put  it  in  another  Man's  Power  to  put  him  to'  Death,  if  he 
did  not  yield  and  renounce  his  Religion  to  prevent  it? 

I  mentioned  to  you  already  fome  ilrange  Principles  brought  into  our  Religi- 
on, which  were  to  pave  the  VVay  for  the  Pretender,  and  which,  if  cultivated,, 
as,no  Doubt,  they  would  have  been  with  Care  and  Induftry,  muft  have  brought 
in  Popery  among  us  with  himfelf,  or  very  fooa  atter.  If  thefe  Men  would  read 
without  Prejudice,  the  jufl  Complaints  Oi  PapijQs  of  the  Corruptions  in  the  RjH'^ 
man  Church,  I  am  perfwaded  it  would  help  to  cure  them 
of  their  Fondnefs  for  Aow^  :  I  fliall  only  inftance  h\  the  (i)  Epifl.  19.  See 
learn 'd  Francifcm  Petrarcha,  who  writing  to  (i)  one  of  his  ^//o  Melchior  Ca- 
Friends  in  1350,  fpeaks  thus.  Let  no  Evil  intangle  thee,  that  nus,  Marf.  Peta-' 
thou  fiouldeft  addrefs  thy  felf  again  to  thefe  Princes  of  Darknefs,  vinus,  and  Cle- 
to  what  Purpofe  wouldft  thou  go  to  Rome,  that  thou  might  fee  mang.  wIto  wrote 
good  Men  born  dovcn,  evil  Men  advanced.  Eagles  creeping,  and  de  corrupta  Sta-. 
Affes  flying.  Wolves  free, and  Lambs  in  Bonds  ?  Finally,  C  h  r  i  s  t  tu  Ecclelise. 
to  be  banijh'd,  and  B^oXz^hub  Judge  ?  Many  others  of  their 
Authors  do  condemn  in  this  Kind  of  Freedom  and  Rhetorick,  our  everlopk* 
ing  towards  Rome,  But  if  many  had  their  Eyes  direded  that  Way,  how  eafy. 
had  it  been  for  the  Pretender  to  lead  the  Nation  thither. 

I  know  it  is  dill  faid,  the  Pretender  would  have  taken  the  Oaths  to  maintaiir 
the  Proteflant  Religion  :  Why  was  not  this  offered  when  he  was  in  Scotland^, 
which  was  the  Seafon  to  do  it  ?  Befides,  if  he  had  done  it  then,  the  Jacobites 
Principle  about  Government  made  this  a  precarious  Security.  And  the  Pritt-* 
ciples  of  Popery  utterly  deftroy'd  it.  I  aver,  the  Proteflant  Religion  can  have  no 
Security  under  a  Pap/ft.  There  are  two  Popijh  Frincples  may  fatisfie  every  one; 
of  the  Truth  of  this.  The/r/?  is,  That  Faith  is  not  to  be  kept  to  Hereticksy  and. 
ftich  they  reckon  us.  Let  us  remember  the  Pope  can,  and  hath  abfolv^'d  from, 
the  moll:  folemn  Oaths,  when  he  thought  it  for  his  Service ;  we  have  a  preg-* 
nant  Inftance  (2)  of  this   in  the  Cafe    ot   one  of  the  Kings  oi  France^  who> 

fworci 
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fwore  to  a  Peace  with  the  Emjperor, '<ind  the  Pope  inftigated  the  Fre;7ch  King  to 
break  his'Oath,  and  abfolv'd  Inm  from  it.  And  can  it  be  thought,  but  Oaths 
made  to  Proteftants  will  bind  lefs  ?  Bi.t  the  next  Principle  is  yet  ltronger,erpecially 
where  it  meets  with  Bigotry/That  they  are  kund  to  extirpate  theF^o^civdVitKdigion 
'both  Id  Conjcience^andhj  the  Pop's  Com?nand,under  the  Pain  of  Damnation.  How  ter- 
rible is  this  to  a  Bigot y  v/ho  has  no  other  Confcience,  tnan  what  his  Religion 
allows  him  to  have. 

.  But  further,  it  is  faid,  He  -would  have  be<:ome  Proteftant.  Our  Fathers  had  the 
fame  Dream  of  Qtieen  Mary.  TYi^y  imdiQ^iri  A  Mo  deration  ^  and  letter  Injorma- 
-tion,  in  Time,  would  bring  her  over  to  their  Religion  ;  and  that  Honour 
and  Intereft  made  her  continue  Papift.  But  inifead  ot  Converfion  to  theirs,  they 
faw  flie  grew  daily  up  to  an  Averlion  from  the  Proteftant  Religion.^nd  to  exprels 
more  Zeal  for  her  own,  till  Things  came  to  a  Rupture,  and  fhe  became  un- 
fortunate :  And  had  her  Will  been  the  Law,  we  know  where  it  had  ended. 
And  /hall  we  needlelly  be  bitten  over  again  with  the  Cheat  of  a  Papift  becoming 
Proteftant  ?  Nay,of  one,as  v^as  faid  before,in  whom  we  have  no  Concern.  Thefe 
Men  that  argue  on  fuch  idle  Securities,  refolve  to  plung  us  headlong  into  the 
Ahyfs  of  Popery.  If  we  have,  found  our  jRJ?;g/(;«  in  fo  great  Danger,  from  the 
Practice  and  Principles  of  fome,  who  cali'd  themfelves  Proteftants,  what  could 
we  have  expeded  from  thefe  of  the  Romijh  Faith  ?  Let  us  remember,  the  Pro- 
teftant Religion,  which  they  call  Herefy,  is  treated  by  their  Canonifts,2iS  a  Crime 
worfe  than  Murder  and  Rebellion.  Did  ever  any  Popijh  Prince  maintain  it  in 
its  Vigor,  where  they  had  Power  ?  Did  not  Qiieen  M^ary  of  England  pull  it 
down  over  the  Belly  of  her  Solemn  Faith  to  the  Men  of  Suffolk  .-*  And  did  not 
ihe  fill  that  Nation,  and  that  Country  in  particular,with  the  Flames  of  Mar- 
tyrs} The  late*  Ring  of  i^r^;2c^,  notwithflanding  he  Swore  to  maintain  the 
EdiB  of  Nant^;  open'd  fuch  a  Scene  of  Cruelty  m  that  Nation,  which  con- 
tinued there  almoft  for  30  Years  without  LitermifTion,  that  it  is  beyond  any 
Thing  in  Hiflory.  And  it^s  well  known.  Popery  has  afteded  to  put  the  beft 
Face  on  Things,  polTible,  in  France.  And  what  made  we  of  King  yantes  the 
7th  ?  We  were  told.  Under  his  Reign  ijoe  were  fecure  in  our  Religion  :  And 
there^'s  none  now  but  knows  the  Contrary.  He  fwore  to  maintain  the  Protef- 
tant Religion  in  England;  and  yet  in  a  Preamble  to  a  Bill 
{3)  See  the  Claims  pafs'd  foon  after  there  (i)  it  is  declared,  he  did  endeavour 
of  Right  for  Scot-  to  [uhvert  and  extirpate  it.  It's  true,  he  took  not  the  Oath 
4and,  and  Eng-  for  Scotland,  required  by  Law,  to  maintain  the  Proteftant 
land.  Religion;  in  a  very  fliort  Time  in   a  publick  Proclamation  he 

aflerted  an  abfolute  Power,  and  thereupon  exerted  that 
Power  to  annul  our  Laws,  and  to  fubvert  the  Proteftant  Religion.  Hath  the 
Church  of  Rome  lefs  Power  over  xhe  Pretender' s  Confcience^tudiVi  fhe  had  over  thefe 
I  juft  now  mentioned  ?  or  is  fhe  lefs  zealous  than  before  to  lay  hold  on  every 
Opportunity  to  re-eftablifh  her  Authority  in.  this  Kingdom }  None  will  be- 
lieve, flie  is* 

Let 
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, .  Let  us  next  examine  what  the  Vrttenae^  had  done  in  Cafe  of  Succels.  How 
was  he  to  come  in  ?  By  Force  it  is  plain.  I  remember,  I  have  heard  many, 
who  of  late  forgot  it,  ery  out  againfl  this,  as  what  would  ruin  us,  and  well  they 
might  :  For  had  not  this  Faree  been  a  plaulible  Pretence  to.  keep  up  Arms 
to  deRroy  2i\\  frmFrotef^arits^  under  the  Notion  of  his  Enemies,  as  really  they 
are  ;  and  having  once  fubdu'd  his  Enemies,  he  would  have  improved  his 
Victories  to  this  End,  to  order  all  Things  according  to  his  Will  and  Pleaiure, 
to  w^hich  his  Friends  had,  no  Doubt,  given  full  Way,  according  to  their 
own  Principles  j  and  after  he  had  been  thus  forced  upon  us,  "'tis  not  difficult  to 
forfee,  he  had  next  forc'd  his  Religion  on  the  Nation.  It  gives  a  melancholy 
View,  tho'  I  muft  owne,  "'tis  at  a  vaft  Diitance,  how  he  would  have  look'd 
on  thefe  that  preach'd  &  pray^'d  againft  him,  who  addrefs'd  &  aflbciated  againff 
him, who  abjur'd  and  difclaiiud  any  Right  he  had  over  them:  Nay,how  would 
he  have  treated  that  very  Religi0n,which,if  he  did  not  deflroy,he  could  never  have 
had  a  peaceable  Abode  in  Britain  ?  And  if  a  Fopijh  Confdence  and  Revenge,  if 
Policy  and  Power  could  ever  have  extirpated  the  Frotefiant  Religion^thcy  had  not 
been  wanting  in  him,  in  whom  the  two  firfl:  meet,  and  the  other  two  had 
ioUow'd   his  Succefs. 

To  conclude,  I  muft  fay,  fuch,  who  will,  after  all  this,  maintain  Fop  ery  was  x 
groundless  Fear,  are  no  more  to  be  a'rgu'd  with,  but  pitied  till  they  recover 
their  Senfes.  'Tis  hop'd,  it  will  not  be  very  long  to  it,  fince  fome  of  the 
Topicks  which  were  oF  late  made  Ufe  of,  are  fo  unaccountable  to  Reafon-, 
that  their  Credit  will  not  laft.  On  the  whole  it  muft  then  be  acknowledged, 
tliat  fuch  as  profefs'd  the  Roman  Religion  had  a  great  Temptation  to  enter  in- 
to the  late  Rebellion  i  fince  Succefs  on  their  Part  would  have  eftablifhU  Fopery 
in  this  Nation,  and  that  probably  again  they  could  never  have  fo  fair  an  Op- 
portunity for  it,  as  was  feen  in  Augufl  laft.  But  wha^  can  thefe,  who  call'd 
themfelves  FroteRants^  pretend  ?  Will  that  Man  deny  it  any  more  he  was  in  the 
Intereft  of  a  Fopijh  Farty,  who  took  up  Arms  to  bring  it  in,  who  invited  a 
Fopiflj  Fretender  over  ?  \Vho    carrefs'd    him,   who  addrefs'd 

.  him,  gave^  Thanks  to-  Heaven  for  his  coming  (i)  -,_  and  who  (i)  26.  Jun»  17  r5^, 
pray'd  for  Succefs  to  him  ?  And  all  this  was  done,  when  T'he  Epifcopak  in 
a  firm  Protestant  was  in  the  PofleiTion  of  the  Throne,  the  North  kept  a 
who  never  gave  any  of  his  Subjeds  the  leaft  Ground,  or  Thank/giving  Day 
juft  Pretence  to  rebel  againft  him.     No  Gentleman  was  in-     i;y  his  Order, 

" /'ir'd,  as  informer  Reigns  j  cvQvy  EpiJ  copal  Incumbent  had 
peaceable  Pofleflion  of  his  Church,  and  feverals  of  thefe  in  Meeting-houfeS^ 
and  fome  who  had  none,  fhar'd  of  His  Majeftie's  Bounty  ;  and  yet  after  all* 
this,to  League  and  Confederate  with  Fapiflsyto  Impofe  one  of  their  own  Religion 
onus,  and  to  Dethrone  our  Gracious  SavEREiCN,  gives  a  fhrewd  Pre-* 
fumption  they  had  little  Care  or  Concern  for  ou*  Religion.  And  what  Sort  of 
Froteflants  thefe  were,  who  would  facrifice  all  to  et  up  a  Bigot.y  or  how  they 
gould  ever  perfwade  tbeiufelves,  he  would  ftcure  ii\m  Religion  better  than  it. 
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than  it  was  before,  will  be  great  Myfteries  in  -all  Ciiccc^ding  Generations. 
Since  it  is  evident,  had  not  Providence  mterpos'd,  Popery  was  like  to  be  our 
Plague  j  I  am  forry  that  any  fhouid  be  carry 'd  away  v/iih  fuch  a  mild  Opinioa 
of  it,that  it  becomes  yet  needful  to  point  out  the  Tyranny  and  Terribleneis  of 
it.  Is  Pofery  become  To  innocent  ot  late  ;  nay^  fo  little  to  be  fear'd,  that  it  is 
equal  to  a  Proteflant  Nation,  whether  the  Head  thereot  be  of  the  one  er  o- 
ther  Religion  ?  Is  Slavery  fo  defirabie  that  it  mull  be  courted,  long'd  afcei, 
and  fought  for. 

I  do  not  know  any  Thing  could  have  been  more  terrible  to  thefe  Nationsy 
than  Pofery  and  Slavery y  which,  would  have  robb'd  us.  of  all  the  valuable 
Bleflings  we  at  prefent  enjoy,  and  plung'd  us  into  the  greatefl  Miferies.  I 
will  not  fay,  all  this  would  have  been  done  in  one  Day,  or  at  once  :  For 
the  Papifls  are  like  thefe,  who  manage  young  Horfes,  they  begin  fairly 
and  With  Calmnefs,  till  once  they  are  fix'd  in  the  Saddle,  and  then  they  ride 
them  as  they  pleafe. 

Let  me  addrefs  my  felf  in  a  Stile  fuitable  to  meaner  Capacities  than 
yours,  becaufe  no  Man  of  Judgment  or  Reading  can  want  Information 
iere. 

How  would  Proteftants  have  taken  it  to   have    heard  the  Scriptures  call'd 

a  partial  Rule  of  Faiths,  and  'Tradition  made  equal  in  Au-* 
(i)  Trent  Coun-  thority  to  them}  One  of  their  Councils  fays  exprelly  (i^, 
•cil.  Sefi!  4.  He  that  defpifes  Tradition,  which  is  equal  to   the  Scriptures^ 

let  him  he  accursed.  And  one  of  their  Cardinals  (2)  writes, 
(^)  Baronius  ad  Tradition  is  the  Foundation  oj  the  Scriptures.  How  would 
An.  53.  our  C(/;;^wo/// have  taken  it   to  have  been  robbed   of  their 

Bibles,  and  the  keeping  or  reading  of  them  made  Death 
and  Damnation. 

Could  the  Nation  have   fwallow'd  the  Dodrine  of  Tranfubfiantiation  ?  If  it 

could  not,  how  would  we  have  born  it  to  be  accurf- 
(3)  Sef.  13.  Con.  ed  (3)  ?  How  would  we  have  born  it^to  hear  of  many  other 
Trid.  Can.  i,  2,  propitiatory  Sacrifices  than  what  Chri/i  offe/d  ?  Oi  other 
3,  4,-  and  8.  MeriPs   than    his    Obedience  ?    Of    another    Purgatory   than 

that  of  his  Blood  ?  Another  Rtde  of  Life  than  his  Word  ?    Of 
^other  Helps  to  our  Prayers  than  his    Interceffion   and  Spirit  ?    And,   in  Fine,    Of 
other  Mediators  of  Redemption  ?  V/hich  are  all  Popifi  Dochines,    contrary    to  , 
exprefs  Scriptures,  and    yet  cramm'd  down,  where  Vopery  is,   under  Pain    oK^ 
Damnation. 

With  what  Uneafinefs  would  we  have  {t^w  our  Worfliip  profan'd  with  Invo-^ 
€ation  of  Saints,  whereof  there  are  many  more  in  their  C(r//c^W^rj  than  Days  in 
the  Year  ?  How  would  we  have  lik'd  it>  to  fee  om  Children  train'd  up  in 
Idolatry,  and  fir  etching  out  their  Hands  to  fir  ange  Gods,  fe^king  Pardon,  Salva-" 
tion^  and  Acceptance  with  G  o  d  j  nay,  Glory  it  felf  from  thofe  who  can-^ 
not  giv^e  thw?    Thefe,  and  many  more  profane  Prayers  are    made  tp- 
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tfiofe  they  call  Saints  in  the  Church  of  Rome  :     For  which    any  that  are-  cu- 
rioiis   may  fee   a  great  Mafs-Book,  appointed  to    be  us'd   in  the   Quirc.ies 
by   the  Council  of  "Trent,  call'd   ?ope  Pmi  the  4tk   his    M.JJciL     It's   known, 
the    Decrees    of  that   Synod  are  rigorouily  maintain'd. 

How  would  our  People  have  taken  it  to  be  order 'd  to  obey  the  Pope  and 
difobey  Christ  ;  and  if  they  did  not,  laid  under  an  Anathema  ^  Do  ru3t  the 
Fapifi.f  C2iy,  Their  InfliUible  Man  may  command  Things  even  downright  againft  the 
Go/pel  ?  This  they  call  difpenfing  with  it :  And  yet  their  Canons,  m  thefe 
Cafes,  have  an  Anathema  in  the  very  Bofom  of  them. 

As  for  Inflarice,  Chrift  Commands  all  that  communicate y  to  partake  of  the   Cup  ; 
the  Pope  and  the   Trent    Council  forbid  the   Cup,  with    an 
Anathema  to  it.    Thus  one  of  the   Canons   runs  (ij.  If  any         (i)  Con,  Trid. 
fay.  That  the  faithful  Followers  ofChrifiy  either  from  a  Divine     Can.  i,  2,  and  ^. 
Precept y  or  the  Necejfity  of  Salvation,   ought   to  partake  of  the 
Bread  and  Wine   in   the  Sacrament  of  the  Supper,  let   him   he        (ji)  Cap,  i,fame 
accurs'd.     Tho'   they   owne,That  Christ  in  (2)    the  In-    Sejjfi. 
ftitution    of  his  lafl  Supper,  appointed    both   Bread  and 
Wine,  and   the    Apoflle    delivered   it    fo   in    i.  Cor,    11, 
Andtho'  they  alfo  owne  it  had  continued  (1)  a  Cuftom  in     ("3  J  Cap.  id,  fame 
feveral  Ages  cf the  Church,   to  partake    of   both   Kinds;     Seffi, 
they  deny  the  Cup  to  the   Laicks     notwithftanding,   by    a 
Power  the  Pope  and  the  Church   has  to    difpenfe  with   Gofpel   exprefs   Orders^ 
Chrift  commands  us  tofearch  the  Scriptures  ;  the  Pope  forbids  it  under  Pain  of 
Mortal  Sin.     The   Scriptures  are  fcarce   more   exprefs    a- 
gainft   any    Thing   (4;   than  the  Worjhip  of  Idols;  yet   the         (4)  See  1  Cor. 
Trent  Council  dQCtQCS,  That  whcfoever  refufes  to  fall  down  before     10.   14.      i.  Joh^ 
Images    and  ReliEis    to  worjhip  them,    are    to   he   accursed  and     i.  21.  ^c, 
damnd.     Many   fuch   Inftances  might   be   given,   if  need- 
ful. 

The  T*yranny  of  a  Popijh  Govermentwould  have  taken  Care  to  fupport  thefe 
Dodrines,  and  many  more  of  the  like  grofs  Errors.  How  would  this  Nation 
have  relifh'd  the  bloody  Court  of  Inquijition,  once  fet  up  in  Scotland  ?  And 
who  can  fay,  it  would  not  have  been  fet  up  again,  had  Popery  once  got  Footing? 
For  it's  the  beft  humane  Ingine  to  eftablifti  it. 

Is  it  not  very  pretty  to  be  carry 'd  into  the  Courts  of  the 
^'^  ^quijttion  £or:  owning  GOD's  Truths,  and  there  to  lie  (5  j  *SV^  Geddes'i 
and  rot,  where  none  are  allowed  to  fee  the  poor  Prifoners  ?  Account  of  the  In^ 
Or,  be  brought  out  and  fmok'd  f5)  and  roafted  to  Death  quijition,  Mifcel. 
rather  than  hang'd  ?  How  would  we  have  taken  it^to  have  Tizcts.i  thinkit  in 
had  the  many  Corruptions  of  Babylon  and  Py^ome  driven  Vol,  id. 
Homev  upon  us  with  the  Terrors  of  Death, 

How  would  any  among  us  have  relifh'd  it,  to  be  burnt  for  denying  a  Popifi 
I^urj^atoryy  as  Yi^s  Normaa  G.ourlay  ^tih^Galkwke  in  1534?  or  for  denying  its 

F  other 
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ether  Dodrines,  as  w.ere-Mi:,  Patrick-Hamilton  m  1527,  and  Mr.  George IViJi arc 
in  1544  at  St,  Andrews. 

Wjtii  what  Countenance  would  many  among  us  look,  when  going  to  be 
*burnt  alive,  for  eating  a  little  Fleih -in  Lent-timey  ^s  were  feverals  in  1538? 
Or  how  would  it  plcafe  others  to  be  burnt  for  barely  faying,  T'he  DQchmes  of 
tur  prefent  Minifters  were  the  Truths  of  "GOD-,  as  was  Henry  Forrefl  about  the 
'Year  1528,  for  laying  the  hke  of  Mr.  Hamilton  s  Sermons  > 

How  would  our  Women,  think  you,  have  reliili'd  it,  to  have  been  hiddtn 
call  on  the  F/V^/;2  M2/7  in  Child-bearings  which  if  they  refus'd,  and'  call'd  on 
Chrifl  to  help  them  ;  I  fay.  How  would  they  have  rehfh'd  it,  to  have  been 
i)urnt  aiive  for  the  Refufal  >  Thus  was  Helen  Stirk  ferv'd. 

Since  GOD  has  coyer'd  the  Enemies  of  our  Conftitution  with  Shame,  it  is 
hard  enough  to  conceive  the  Miferies  ofthofe  who  hide  and  flee  from  Place  to 
Place :  But  who  can  imagine  thefe  far  greater  Miferies  that  poor  Proteftants 
had  been  under,  by  hiding  and  fleeing,  had  Popery  prevailed,  wlicre  a  Religiom 
Merit  of  Heaven  had  made  many  diligent  to  Hnd  them  out,  and  to  draw  them 
from  their  lurking  Holes  ?  And  had  the  Prvteflant  Religion  been  ruin'd  here, 
there  had  been  little  Relief  Abroad  y  for  it  would  alfo  have  been  going  elfe 
where  ^  and  fo  it's  improbable  that  a  Flight  would  have  done  any  that  Ser- 
vice they  imagined.  Let  us  call  to  Mind  how  our  great  Buchanan,  who 
fled  for  his 'i^(?%/o;?,  about  the  Year  15 3P,  was  attacked  for  his  Life,  even 
when  Abroad;  and  what  Dangers  did  threaten  the  Famous  Knox,  when  his 
.Life  was  alfo  fought  for  :  He  often  chang'd  the  Place  of  his  common  Reli- 
dence  at  Home,  and  once  he  fled  his  Native  Country  for  his  Religion,  for 
which  he  ran  Hazards  not  to  be  mentioned  here. 

Thofe  are  a  few  Examples  of  the  Terrors  of  Popifi  Tyranny ,  recorded  in  the 
"Hiflories  of  our  Reformation.  But,  alas,  what  a  faint  View  do  they  give 
us  of  what  we  had  lately  to  exped  ?  It  v\fould  not  have  been  picking  up  here 
a  Wijhart  and  there  a  Forrefl y  and  fending  them  away  to  the  other  World  in 
Flames  ^  but  a  flanding  Army  had  made  Butcheries  like  Dominick  in  the 
Vaudoisy  or  his  Inquifition  in  Spainy  had  we  efcap'd  a  Maffacre  hke  that  oiPariSy 
or  that  oi  Ireland  ?  Let  the  Dragooning  in  France  be  review'd,  where  it's  faid, 
a  hundred  thoufand  Families  fufter'd  for  the  Proteftant  Religion  :  For  I  believe 
■Dragooning  had  been  the  Ufc  of  a  ftanding  Army  in  Britain  j  and  they  are 
fimple  who  imagine  there  would  have  been  none:  And  then  in  our  Hiflories 
nothing  would  have  been  {^tn  but  Blood  and  Sufferings.  What  can  be  more^ 
moving,  than  to  reflcd  on  the  barbarous  Cruelties  of  Papiflsy  beyond  all  Ex- 
ample, and  thefe  not  the  fudden  Effeds  of  Paflion  or  Provocation,  bur  the 
fetti'd  Relu4t  of  their  Confciences,  and  their  Religion  ?  No  Obligations  on  our 
Side,  no  Humanity  on  theirs  will  prevent  new  Cruelties  ,  for  their  very  Re- 
hgion  forces  them,  under  Pain  of  Damnation,  to  cancel  the  former,  and  to 
extinguifh  all  the  Remains  of  the  latter.  To  what  were  they  given  up,  who 
caft  themfelves  on  a  Pretender  of  fuch  a  Religion. 
~  -  ' -^  .   I 
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I  am  fenfible,  thefe  Things  may  feem  to  be  aggravated  to  Tome,  and  as  a 
Dream  to  others,  who  have  little  or  no  Notion  at  ail  of  any  Thing  but  what 
they  have  feen.  Tne  Fnji  mayalledge,  The  Pmf?/?^???^  would  have  been  in  Power, 
and  done  us  the  Friendfhip  to  protedt  us.  Dnrit  v/e  have  trufied  the  Friend/hip 
or  Power  of  thcie  deluded  Protcfiants,  who  ruin'd  us?  We  fhall  allow,  we  could 
have  hrmiy  rely'd  on  the  Phjr :  But,  alas,  this  is  a  Poor 
Comfort  if  we  coniider  that  Papifts^XQ  as  Djaf3.s  Dead  (i)  (i)  Read  the 
Men  to  all  Imponumties  for  Heveticks^  if  once  in  their  Story  of  Wifhart, 
Hands,  or  under  their  Power;  and  totruft  that  thePow^r,  the  Cardinal  would 
which  governed  in  Rritain^^NOwXdi  have  been  that  oiProteftants^  never  give  him  up 
or  that  they  would  ha^'^  had  any  Authority  under  a  Popjh  to  any  but  Flames^, 
i^^r/,  feparated  from  his  Laereflj  i.  e.  Popijh  Meafuresy  and 
Councils^  IS  as  wild  a  Fancy  as  any  can  have.  It  is  more  Reafonable  to  believe,' 
That  thefe  Men,  who  had  been  courted  to  ruin  their  Country^zd  been  usM  as 
the  Hiefers  who  drew  the  Cartfirft,  and  then  were  burnt  with  the  Wood  ofito" 
And  as  for  thefe  whovoluntarly  run  into  the  Rebellion,  if  they  had  not  im- 
brac'd  Pofery,  when  it  came  to  be  the  National  Eflabhfiment  m  Britain,  it  is* 
eafy  to  forfee  fuch  Enemies  of  their  Country  had  carrefs'd  on  another,  with  as 
ill  a  Grace,     as  MalefaBors  do  at  the  Place  of  Execution. 

There  are  others  who  treat  what  we  commonly  fear  of  the  Po/^Z/S  Crueltie^i 
as  a  Dream,  and  Difcourfes  of  this  Nature  are  cail'd  Weak  6c  Trifi^ng,  by  Men' 
of  this  Temper  :  Here  we  mufl  diftinguifli  between  thefe  who  ad  fo  from  aDe- 
Jigny  and  others  who  do  it  out  oFpure  Ignorance. 

There  are  ftill  fome,  who  will  think  it  Interefl  to  lull' us  into  Security y  and  2 
flufid  Tranquility  3  their  great  Bufinefs  is,  to  clap  a  Vail  before  our  Eyes.  Thefe 
are  the  Means  we  are  only  to  be  ruin'd  by,  if  we  liften  to  thefe  Syrens^  who 
are  fet  to  charm  us  for  their  own  Ends.  The  Jefuites  gain  a  great  Point,  if  the 
Fears  o^Vopery  were  once  out  of  our  Thoughts,  or  iF  we  come  to  have  a  fa- 
vourable Thought  of  it.  Let  us  be  prepared  againft  the  dangerous  Poifon  of  Ly- 
ing  IVhifpersy  which,  if  they  once  find  Belief,  may  end  in  our  Deftrudion.  I 
am  perfwaded,  the  miflaken  and  favourable  Notions  of  Fofery  have  milled 
many  into  their  late  Folly s.  As  to  thefe  who  are  not  acquaint  with  Fopi/b  Cruel- 
ties (torn  their  own  Reading  and  Study,  I  do  owne,  it  is  hard  for  them  to 
believe  the  Cruelties  Fapifls  have  committed  ;  becaufe  the  Accounts  thereof  feemi 
<  to  divefl  the  Adors  of  many  oi  thefe  Inhumanities,  of  every  Thing  ot  ?/>>' and 
Tendernefs ;  nay,  ot  Humane  Nature  it  felf.  But  if  they  coniider  the  Documents 
we  have  of  their  ^r^^^  Barbarities,  they  are  fo  many,  and  fo  convincing,  that 
none  can  doubt  of  them  3  we  may  conclude,  they  may  ad  the  fame  over  a- 
gain,  the  more  when  we  refled  there  is  no^(?%/o;2propofes  fo  many  Arguments^ 
Motives  and  T'hreatningSy  to  cut  oft*  its  AdverfarieSy  as  the  Fopijh  does  :  And 
_none  will  fooner  diveft  a  Man  of  Humane  Nature  than  the  Pn>/c/^/e^  it  teaches 

.  F  2  Some 
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borne  oDierve  the  People  oi  Spain  have  loft  the  common  ¥af< 

(i)Geddes'.f^>    fans    of  Nature,  for  one  condemned  to  die   for   Hnefy^  as 

couyit  cj  the  Liqui-     tii^y.call  oar'  Religion ;  and  ihi:t  there  is  not  more    R;.joicing 

faion.  iccn  m  ^J^i/;^,  on  any  Occaiion,  tlian  when  a  Man  is  brought 

ot't   to  die  Oil  ihut  Account  ( i). 

If  a  Fap'/i  be  the  fame  m  all  Ages,  a&d  by  a  Criid  and  Perfecuting  Spirit, 
we  are  fare,  we  had  fjk-  their  Cruelcies  without  Mercy,  Jiad  GOD  givn  us 
up  to  them,  at  this  Time,  for  a  Prey.  Are  we  certain,  That  former  Tragedies 
had  not  been  reacted  ?  Have  FaPiJlsyin.  our  Age,  loll:  the  Prinapks  of  their  Fa^ 
thers  ?  or  gain'd  a  new  Elteem  tor  VrotefiantSy  who  are  their greateil:  Terror?  And 
therefore  tn^y  decree^They  ought  n'ot  to  live  in  a  Chnjlian  ChurcL  Have  they 
renounce  their  OpinicnsyOt  Canon^de  Haretico  combwendoy  whicH  orders  them 
to  be  burnt  ? 

If  any  imagine,  the  Kingdom  is  fo  full  of  Proteflants,  the  Vapifts  could  never 
have  fubduM  them/it  is  foon  got  over  v/ith  a  little  Coniiderationj  ahow  once  the 
Power  and  Government  to  be  in  Popifh  Hands,  and  thty  will  take  Care  of 
the  Rell 

If  ih^  little  Night-'VPorkers  of  Jefuites^who  creep 'd  into  the  Country  by  Stealth, 
have  had  fo  great  a  Force  to  poiibn  many  in  the  Norths  how  had  we  flemm^'d 
the  whole  Torrent,  when  it  broke  in  upon  us  with  full  Violence?  If  the 
Court-Favours  ot  the  Lice  King  'James,  gain'd  feveri.1  Frotefiants,  whereof  fome 
were  of  Note,  to  renounce  their  Religion,  to  embrace  his,  m  which  fbme  died, 
and  others  (1.11  continue,  whai,  may  we  fuppofe,  would  Favours  have  done  on 
fbme,  and  the  Way  to  obtain  them  done  on  others,  where  Pc/^rj/ was  to  be  more 
open  than  before  ?  And  what  had  Making  Bonefires  ot  poor  Vrctejiaras  done  on 
many  ?  The  Galleys,  IVhsels,  and  Faggots  had  been  a  Temptation  to  many,  and 
the  more  Ground  Vopery  gain'd,  the  Remainder  that  flood  out,  were  fure  to 
meet  with  the^r^^^^r  Cruelty  :  For  as  Popery  grows  in  Strength  it  grows  in 
Fury  and  Rage,  till  all  be  confum'd  it  devo.es  lo  the  F.ames.  Then  a  Mifera- 
hie  PoRerity  had  ^ccxi  the  Witnejjes  oj  Chrifi  lie  Dead,  and  their  Enemies  Rejoice 
over  them. 

As  there  was  never  a  Time  In  which  Popery  made  fuch  a  vigorous  Pufh  -,  fo, 
had  the  Rebellion  fucceded,  there  was  never  a  Period  lince  the  Reformation,  it 
was  likelier  to  be  -Eftabliih'd !  That  which  hd  me  this  Len^rh,  and  I  bcLeve  I 
have  not  gone  too  far,  is,  That  it  is  high  y  improbabk/That  Flight  w^oald 
have  favM  any  of  our  Ilhiftnous  and  Truly  P rot efiant  Royal 
(2)  See  Lord  high  Family  ;  for  which  Sentiment  there  is  far  greater  Authority 
Steward's  Speech  thXi\minc( 2). Next, k  tenihh /landing  Army  hsid  been  Hill  kept 
upon  proceeding  to  np,  without  which  Popifi  Plotters  had  never  been  iiife,  and 
'judgment apjiinfi  the  Prot efiant  Intereft  had  beencrufli'd  Abroad,  md  Holland 
the  Six  Lords.  ferv'd  as  we ;  for  ail  would  have  turn'd  to  aT^r^ainft  Pro- 

tenants.     If  Innocent    the  Eleventh    forget   the  Turk  that  is 
breaking  in  upon  "^  him,  and  is  taken  up   with   little  Intrigues  to  ruin  the 

'  Froteffant 
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f  rot  eft  ant  Intereft,  where  the  Injdlible  Chair  has  fo  little  View  of  Succefs  ^  what 
Force  would  have  been  exerted, when  there  were  Hopes  well  grounded  for  com- 
ing Speed? 

Now  let  us  view  this  State  of  the  Cafe,  Kflanding  Army  at  Home,  no  new 
Schemes  of  Alliance,  to  which  we  could  have  had  Recourfe,  no  fecond  Trials 
of  a  Proteftant  Sovereign  to  thofe  who  repented  their  Folly  :  The  ?ofe  brood- 
ing over  all  the  States  of  Eur  op  e  our  greater  Mischief,  and  further  Skvery, 
to  poor  Britain.  Every BritiJhHeart  muft  tremble  at  the  Thought  of  what  had 
been  the  Conlequence  c£  the  Pretender's  Expedition.  All  I  have  faid,  hangs 
on  two  Suppofitions,  Firft,  That  thefe,  who  were  fetting  him  up,  had  not  puU'd 
him  down  again  before  he  wa^  fix'd  in  his  Seat*  And,  NextyTh^t  he  had  liv'd  a 
little  while,  and  had  Shoulders  any  way  equal  to  the  Burden^  or  a  Head  foe 
Counfelsy    or  to  receive  thofe  of  the   iinfeft  Vapifis. 

Now,  dear  Sir,  what  a  brave  Stage  were  a  Vopijh  Farty  ereding,  and 
poor  deluded  Vroteflams   helping  it   up  with  their  own  Hands  ? 

But  lince  the  building  is  fall'n  down,  and  her-eby  in  the  Wonderful  Fpovideme 
of  GOD  we  are  deliver^  from  a  Bloody  Religioriy  an  Inhumane  Inqmjkiony  and 
Cruel  Tyranny,  their  being  fet  up  in  Britain ,2^x16.  from  thefe  Things  being  open'^ 
taught  among  us.  Butchering  Frmcifles,  Corrupt  Worjhip,  and  Do^rines,  and  En* 
(laving  and  Hellijh  "tenets,  I  think  we  fhould  obferve  the  Operation  of  his  Hands  ^ 
and  ftudy  the  Duty  now  required  of  us.  And  may  our  Magifirates  effectually 
flop  the  Progrefs  of  fo  Deftrudive  a  ProfeiTion,  as  that  of  Popery  is,  it  being  a 
fatal  Peft  to  ail  Piety,  an  Enemy  to  Humanity,  and  a  Traitor  to  ^our  Safety 
and  Profperity  j  and,  as  it  has  been  the  conftant  Enemy,  -fo  it  is  the  moft  Ma- 
licious, Working  and  Inveterate  Enemy  Britain  has  feen  thefe  150  Years.  We 
have  indeed  this  Comfort,  as  we  have  been  ay  Victors,  fo 
our  Enemy  muft  be  ay  weaker.  One  (i)  compares  Popery  to  (ij  StilUn^eet, 
the  great  Leviathan  tumbling  in  the  Waves,  endeavouring  •  . 
to  ^ei  Uiiiverfal  Dominion,  into  his  Hands :  GOD  put  a  Hook  into  his  Noftrils^ 
fays  the  fame  Author,  and  by  the  great  Inilruments  of  the  Reformation  hath 
pierc'd  into  his  Bowels,  and  by  his  Tumbling  he  only  haftens  his  approach-^ 
ing  Ruin  ;  and  gives  thc'Church  every  Day  more  Hopes  of  feeing  it  feif  freed 
from  the 'Tyranny  of  an  ufurped  Povoer, 

I  have  giv  n  you  the  mod  Material  Heads  o^  Providence  of  late,  whi<:h  I  have 
own'd  ;  as  I  believe  many  others  will  do,  are  the  moft  furprifing  that  have 
beenfeen  m  our  Day.  There  are  many  Refledions  that  naturally  grow  out 
of  fuch  a  copious  SuhjeH,  which  I  have  on  Purpofe  omitted.  I  aim'd  ac 
cxpreffing  my  Mind  to  you,  with  all  the  Brevity  I  could.  I  have 
never  impos'd  upon  you  to  my  Know^ledge.  If  1  have  marked  any  Thing; 
that  is  not  Fad,  or  fet  down  the  Fad:  wrong,  attribute  it  not  to 
Defign  but  Mifinjormation ;  For,  you  know,  our  Accounts  of  late  were 
much  uncertain:  I  have  therefore  fliun'd  a  credulous  Temper  all  I  could.  If 
you  vvill  pardon  all  other  Efcapes,  1  ?hali  makenoExcufe  for  being  tedious  to 
you,  for  I  think  I  am  too  fliort,  and  have  not  exhaufled  the  Subjed. 


C    4^    ] 
You  muft  ^low  me  to  conclude,  where  my  Subjed.  ends.    The  King  of 
fefia  may  withftand  Damd  £oTjome  Weeks  (i)  ;  but  ^rovi- 
(i)  Dan.    10.  13.     dence  was  working  to  the  Victory,  which    came  at  laft.    If' 
Men  make  Head  againft  Providence,  and  thmk  to  flop   its 
Wheels,   when   they  move  not  for    them,  their  Miftake     is  great,  and  may' 
prove  dangerous.     If  a   Manattempt  to  turn  theCourfe  of  a  Qiariot,    it  may 
be  his  Ruin  by  rur.ning  over  him.     Sometimes  G  od's  Works  go   on  thro'  the 
Heads  and  Hearts  ot  his  Enemies.  They  forward  the  Work  tho'  they  know  it  not, 
and  thoit  be  againfi:  their  Purpofe  and  Wills.    God  can  make  \5{q,  of  Kine 
and  a  Cart  of  the  ^hiUfl'mesy  to  carry  his  Ark  to  its   own 
(2)  Lam  l.'^'j.      Place.     Who  is  he  that  faith,  and  it  comeih  to  pafs,  when  the 
LORD  commandeth  it  not  (2)  ?  What  2l  Marvellous  Seal  is  in  our 
Age  given  to  this  Truth,  T'hat  GOD  watches  over  our  Zion  I    All  thefe  Lines  of 
Providence  of  late  lead  to  it,  and   may    -^Hiablifli    and  comfort  every  true 
Chriftian.    We  fee,  when  we  had  fharpeit  Trials,  we  had  the  moft  rare  £x- 
feriences,  and  the  fweetefl  Difpenfations  rofe  out  g£  that  which  was  our  Terror 
and  Averfion.  Since  we  have  feen  fo  much  Goodnefs,who  knows,  but  it  may  be 
one  of  the  fubfequent  Steps  of  Providence  jufl  now  working,  to  turn  many    de- 
luded Pro^^^^/z/^i  from  their  former  fooliih  Meafures,  leading   to  Slavery  and 
Poferyy2ind  to  imbroil  and  diflurb  the  Nation,and  fo  become  hearty  Proteflants^ 
true  Britons,  2iTAz,ealous  Members  of  the  Church, -which,  is   Catholick?     I    do    not 
mean,  a  Zeal  that  is  without,  or  againft  Knowledge^  but  that  which  is  according  to 
Knowledge,  alnd  proceeds   from  a  found  Mind,  and  a  true  Chriftian   Temper 
and  Spirit  ?  May  we  fee  none  remain  like  the  Parthians,  who  fiiot  their   Ar- 
rows backward,  when  fleeing.    May  none  deny  our  late  Mercies,  nor   refufe 
itheir  own  Happinefs  any  longer,  in  Difcontent  agaiffft  GOD  and  his  Worderful 
kind  Providences  before  and  of  late.  May  all  Alen  fear,   and 
CS)    ^f^^*    ^4-  9'     declare  the  Work  of  the  LORD,  and    wifely  conjider  (3)  of  his 
Doings,  2Lnd   fo  there   will  be    lefs  Divifion    among  us  2 
^hicb  that  it  may  be,  is  the  Prayer  of  him,  who  isy 

SIR, 

Edinhurghy  lid  Fel\,  Tour  mofiy  dec. 

IJ16. 
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